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Dear Friends, September 2007
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Local Saints and Celebration of Nature

... a rather odd mix, but you will see, it works surprisingly well.
Initially we wanted to have a whole issue dedicated to Local Saints, but
it was feared that there may not be enough. Thus | was rather
surprised when David L told me that he was having great trouble
limiting his article to just a handful!

But to me there cannot be a proper autumn without a celebration of
God’s goodness, displayed in what we see around us.

The Birds of Port Meadow, by John Davies p. 6
Hopkins, ‘Binsey Poplars’ and the world of Nature

by Martin Henig p. 10
Saints of Oxford, by David Longrigg p. 12

The Birds of Port Meadow
By John Davies
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Hopkins, ‘Binsey Poplars’ and the world of Nature

By Martin Henig
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By David Longrigg
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Celebration of Nature
at St Giles’ Church, Oxford

| 22nd September at 6.00 pm
) | Praise Be! With Ann Pilling and others

y. Exhibition
6th October

10.00 amM-4.00 pm
Quiet Day with Mollie Robinson

—th October at 10.30 am

Harvest Festival Service

W\ T,/ 1 23 September-14" October
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The Townesend Sponsored Walk

Many of you sponsored one or other of us on a walk to raise money for
the Townesend Tomb. We are very grateful and the walk raised about
£600 which, as it was arranged at short notice, was an excellent result.
Thank you all very much.

It was a splendid expedition, a real holiday, with only about a mile
and a half of the whole route on road and the rest along track, through
coppice or skirting fields. The views out over the countryside were quite
breathtaking in places. Often the ripening cornfields seen against shafts
of light and puffs of cloud brought to mind one of Roger Wagner's
apocalyptic paintings. Closer at hand butterflies, damsel flies and
wildflowers and crushed camomile beneath our feet tended more to the
Ruskinian or pre-Raphaelite vision. A short stop to look at Yarnton
Church with its two magnificent Spencer tombs and its collected mixture
of stained glass and alabaster carvings as well as another break at the
pub in Bladon added very English essentials. We were given free
passes to walk in Blenheim Park, through which we sauntered stopping
to admire the ancient hollow oaks, which may have been in their prime
when the timber for the St Giles Chancel roof was felled in spring 1288
and were maybe saplings when Henry Il courted his Oxford mistress
‘Fair Rosamunde’. We proceeded in ritualistic fashion, at the climax of
our pilgrimage, to venerate the clock-tower built by John Townesend (to
Vanbrough's design) which dominates the Kitchen court at Blenheim
Palace. Then we returned as we had come, through Bladon, Yarnton
and the Duke's Cut finishing by walking along the canal to the Walton
Well bridge and then to the tomb in our churchyard. It was a perfect
day.

Four of us set out, David L., Ray Gordon, Martin Henig and myself.
David and Ray had to leave when they reached Bladon and Katherine
Bunch brought Andrew (with Thea) and Melanie, who had both been
involved with a funeral, to replace them there. So only two of us
completed the whole walk of eighteen miles. | admit | rather astonished
myself and was happy to down some cider at the Royal Oak when all
was over. Thank you all so much for your support and interest and do
go and see the tomb which you have helped restore in its full glory in
the churchyard. CBW, MH, MF



An Exhortation to Decent Behaviour in Chapels, Addressed to the English
Faithful, by the late Rev. F. Francis Blyth D.C.S.T.P. Taken from the
original in his own handwriting, still preserved in the Portuguese Chapel.

“Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and treat my sanctuary with reverence: I am
the LORD”. (Leviticus XIX. 30.).

Such is the express command of God. It is then to be hoped, that all who
frequent this sanctuary, will suit their behaviour to the holiness of the
place, and scrupulously avoid all indecencies here for the time to come, but
particularly the following ones:

Ist, The sex are prayed to forbear the unbecoming freedom of approaching
to COMMUNION with HATS or BONNETS on. For, besides its being a
confidence too gross for persons of any rank to use in so solemn an act, it
exposes God’s minister either to the danger of dropping the Sacred Host, or
to the unseemly appearance of stooping to peep in their faces. St Paul orders
their heads to be covered, but not to be muffled. If modesty then be their
plea, a HOOD will equally answer that purpose; and if it should be less
modish, it will at least be more respectful and fitter for the occasion.

2dly, The more than masculine boldness of stalking into church with
PATTINS on (a liberty not allowed in places of divine worship even by
sectaries) or loudly flinging them on the floor when in it; or any CLATTERS
with their persons or chairs, to the common disturbance of priest and
people: also the shameful act of SEE-SAWING in their chairs, as if to court a
nap. Which last two articles regard both sexes alike, as well as the following
ones.

3rdly, The unclean trick of HAWKING, SPITTING or SPAWLING about
the chapel; which is a foul irreverence to God’s temple, a coarse breach of
fraternal charity; being extremely nauseous to others, and detrimental to
their apparel. Nor can it admit of any legitimate excuse; since if infirmity
compel them to spit, they may and ought to appropriate a handkerchief to
that use.
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Lastly, The shameful arrogance of STAMPING up and down stairs, or
BOUNCING into, or about church, as if they were come to storm it; or as if
at least they wanted to show how much more rudely they can behave in
their Maker’s house than they would dare to do in that of a fellow-worm,
who were ever so little above them on this common dung-hill of the earth.

INDECENCIES like these may be overlooked in a playhouse, but are
scandalous in a church. To avoid them then, the common people are
exhorted to mind the decent behaviour of their betters; who, being in
general too pious and well-bred to stumble into such profanations, will
doubtless set them a very opposite example.

NEVERTHELESS, if any (misled by the senseless sneer of such as ought to
be the first in joining to discourage the like abuses) should perversely
continue their irreverencies, it will be justly suspected that parade has more
share than piety in their frequenting the church; and while they thus treat
the house of prayer, in some measure, like a den of thieves, they will have
cause to fear, lest, instead of the blessings they come to solicit, they draw on
themselves the wrath of that LORD, who never once laid aside the outward
marks of his god-like meekness, but to chastise the disrespect shown to his
temple. (St John ii.15.)

The Laity’s Directory for the Church Service on Sundays and Holy Days for
the Year of our LORD MDCCXCIII. (1793).

Worsc. Recusant, No. 37, June 1981. (Contributed by John Pusey.)

Advance notice:
Memories of the Past

The November Issue of the church magazine will tell the stories of lives
of member of the congregations of St Giles and St Margarets’. If you
have a story to tell or would like to share significant events in your life
with our readers, please let me know.
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Oxford Centre for Mission Studies

OCMS is a unique community of committed Christian scholars and
practitioners. With more than 30 nations represented, our family is truly
global and also ecumenical as we have many church traditions among us,
with a common commitment to bring the good news of our Lord to
transform individuals, families, communities, societies and nations.

See: http://www.ocms.ac.uk/

Theology & Related Subjects Book Sale

OCMS is having a terrific Book Sale of New Regnum 3
books at half-price and used library books at giveaway

prices. V

On Saturday, 13™ October, 10am - 4pm, at OCMS,
St. Philip & St. James Church, Woodstock Road

-

We look forward to seeing you - refreshments available.

The Oxford Centre for Mission Studies is currently seeking
accommodation for their mature foreign students. If you are interested,
or would like further information, please contact Blanche Marslin at 01865
517731, or bmarslin@ocms.ac.uk.

The annual sponsored Ride or Stride in aid of
Oxfordshire Historic Churches takes place on
Saturday, September 8. There are details and
sponsor forms in both our churches.

We also need welcomers: anyone who can spare a
short time on that day to be in church to offer
refreshments, please sign the list.
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HESTER CROMBIE

PLIANO RECITAL

SATURDAY, 15™ SEPTEMBER
7.30 pm

Bach - Partita No 5 in & major, BWV 829
Schubert - Sonata in B flat, D960
Shostakovich - Prelude & Fugue in A flat major, Op 87

Admission: £6 at the door

St Giles' Church,
Woodstock Road, Oxford




The Living Grees Experience

29" September
10.30 to 3.30 pm — Interactive Exhibition

7.30 pm — Lieder Concert
Benjamin Thompson

30" September

10.30 am - Environmental Service
Preacher: Margot Hodson (Sage)
6.00 pm - Choral Evensong

7" October

10.30 am - Harvest Festival Service
Preacher: Paula Clifford,
(Christian Aid)

7.00 pm — A Celebration in Poetry & Music
with Lynne Wycherley and other local poets

All events take place at
St Margaret’s Church, Oxford



Saturday, 1% Sept

Sunday, 2"
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Monday, 3™
Tuesday, 4™
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Thursday, 6™

S,,

Saturday, 8"

61,
Sunday, 9"

Saturday, 15™
-1,
61,

Sunday, 16™

St Giles of Provence, Hermit, c.710

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
7 4 at St Giles’

St Gregory the Great, Bp of Rome, 604
ST GILES’ FAIR

St Birinus, Bp of Dorchester, 650
ST GILES’ FAIR

? at St Giles’

Allen Gardiner, Missionary, 1851
H/ at St Margaret’s

73 at St Margaret’s

The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary

%0"" /
at St Giles’ and St Margaret’s
7 ' at St Margaret’s

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

St Cyprian, Bp of Carthage, Martyr, 258
1 at St Giles’
7 at St Giles’

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity



Wednesday, 19™
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Saturday, 29™
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Sunday, 30™
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Saturday, 6™ Oct
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St Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop, 690

7" 3 at St Giles’
1 at St Giles’
7 N at St Giles’
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The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
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St Michael and All Angels

| ? A at St Margaret’s
H at St Giles’

( ' at St Margaret’s

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
? / at St Margaret’s
7 3 0] / =

William Tyndale, Reformation Martyr, 1536
F : 3 A at St Giles’

The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

0] 4 at St Giles’
0] 4 at St Margaret’s
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Weekly Services at St Giles’ & St Margaret’s
Sunday
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