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Dear Friends,     May 2007 

Many of you will know that I am a keen carpenter and I spend quite a lot 

of my free time working with wood. When I was a teenager, my 

objective was to make as many things as quickly as possible but this has 

changed considerably over the years. Now, my interest in working with 

wood is to create objects which are useful, which will last and are 

pleasing to have around. The consequence of these changes in attitude is 

that the furniture made is now much more attractive and instead of 

looking for things to make, people beyond the immediate family are now 

asking for items to be made for them. 

 

The sort of carpentry that I enjoy certainly isn’t a commercially viable 

venture in today’s world. This is made particularly so by two other 

characteristics of the way I choose to work…. using predominantly only 

hand tools and, where possible, using wood from local sources. Most 

recently these two factors worked together and caused a lot of blisters 

and sore muscles. You may remember that there was a variegated holly 

tree at St Margaret’s which was slowly dying. In the end we removed it 

when the cycle park was put in at the east end of the churchyard. The 

trunk was cut up into long lengths and delivered to the vicarage and 

there it remained for about two years in the first stages of drying out. 

However, earlier this year I made a discovery which surprised me. The 

tree wasn’t drying out at all; it needed to be cut up into planks if the 

drying process was ever going to happen. What I hadn’t realised was 

that holly, being an evergreen, doesn’t loose water. A holly tree retains 

water because this tree has a bitumen like bark which seals the trunk. 

 

The task was therefore to cut up a thirty foot holly tree, which was very 

damp indeed. Having a natural preference to do this by hand, I set about 

this process using a rip saw (a hand tool of course!). Cutting up a six 

inch diameter trunk which was three foot long was quite a daunting task. 

But when I was faced with the last eight foot of trunk which was 

between ten and eight inches in diameter my enthusiasm faltered. The 

trouble is no saw-mill would help as cutting up small amounts of wood 

is more trouble than it is worth. So, there was no choice…start 

cutting….. 
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Performing this task has caused me to change my views once more 

about the way I go about carpentry. In the past, when I have only used 

wood which has been cut up into planks and planed on all surfaces, I had 

a pretty cavalier attitude about the way I chose which wood to use and 

what should be discarded. Yes, I thought the price of wood was high and 

I resented paying the prices demanded, but that didn’t stop me only 

using the very best of the wood available. Now, having sawn up the 

planks by hand, knowing the effort that each inch of wood has cost in 

very real terms, a very different attitude is starting to emerge. The knots 

and faults in the wood are now seen as the characters and features of the 

wood, indeed the things that give it interest and beauty. So rather that 

discard such wood, they will be incorporated into the final product. 

 

The planks of holly which have been prepared, which caused such a 

huge expenditure of effort, are now stacked up and have started the 

drying process. This will probably go on for a year or two before the 

planks are ready for use in building any furniture. It will be interesting to 

see what eventually becomes of that holly tree, whether it is a table or a 

chest isn’t clear at the moment. However, there is one thing that is very 

clear, cutting up that holly tree has changed me and made me reflect on 

the kind of world we may well be moving into. 

 

If the prophets are right, our society is shortly to enter into a new era 

when our energy resources from fossil fuels become more limited. This 

will mean that a lot of the energy that has enabled us to live such a fast 

and furious lifestyle will come to an end. As a consequence, we will 

have to do tasks in ways which are both more demanding of us and 

involve far less consumption. What I suspect is that this will cause us to 

look very much harder about the way we do tasks and what we value. 

The chances are we will get far more involved with making the most of 

things and appreciating their individual characteristics and beauty. 

Maybe this is the process we need to go through to become better 

stewards of the creation that has been given to us. 

 

With love,  Andrew.Andrew.Andrew.Andrew. 
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This month’s issue of the magazine is dedicated to the subject of 
‘Stewardship’. This was specifically requested by members of St 
Margaret’s. But ‘stewardship’ is an important issue for every 
congregation and Christian, and I am pleased that we have managed 
to gather so many interesting and inspiring articles. 

Stewardship: Our gifts and our time 
By Juliet Brooks 

 
p. 6 

The Parable of the Talents 
By Margaret Hollis 

 
p. 8 

Stewardship – a wider perspective 
By Paula Clifford 

 
p. 10 

Making the best use of our gifts 
By Martin Henig 

 
p. 12 

… and last but not least … 
Money – a regrettable necessity? 
By John Clements 

 
p. 15 

 
I am also pleased that Clare Weiner has been encouraging 
members from St Margaret’s and St Giles’ to give us some 
feedback from the Lent Groups on Prayer. 
 

 
 
 
p. 17 

 

 

Stewardship: Our gifts and our time 
Juliet Brooks 

 

In the New Oxford Dictionary of English, one definition of the word 

“Steward” is:  

“A person employed to arrange another's property, especially a large 

house or estate.” Steward derives from the Old English: stiweard 

(stig = house, hall; weard = ward). 

  

Of what are we called to be stewards?  I think it is the GOSPEL. In 

John, Chapter 2, Jesus says to the servants (diakonois ): “Fill ye the  
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water-pots with water.” They filled them to the 

brim. “Draw now and carry them to the master 

of the feast.” As we now know, when the 

master of the feast tasted, the water had 

become wine. As I understand the implication 

of this miracle and sign, we are each one called 

to do our particular work, but it is able to be 

transformed by the power of God. 
 

 

In answer to a lawyer’s question on eternal life and loving your 

neighbour, Jesus tells the story of a man in need on the road from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, in Luke 10. A priest and a Levite see him in the 

way but pass by. A Samaritan notices him and is filled with pity. He 

tends to his immediate needs but lets others continue in the work of 

healing. 

 

I feel this means that we are to help people whom we meet on life’s 

journey. Yet we are to let go and let other helpers carry on and 

eventually the man in need becomes a man for others. 

 

Later on in the New Testament, after Jesus’ death and resurrection, we 

read in Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 6, that Stephen was one of the 

seven chosen “to wait/ serve at tables” (diakonein) so that the twelve 

should not neglect the word of God. 

 

Yet, as we all know, it was Stephen’s inspired dying speech, as related 

in Chapters 6 and 7, that God used to convert and transform Saul the 

accuser into Paul the apostle. 

 

Again, I believe that we are called to do what we can, but it is the power 

of God which is able to change water into wine and agnostics into 

apostles. 
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The Parable of the Talents 
Margaret Hollis 

 

Occasionally words enter our language from 

another, but develop an entirely different 

meaning.  One such word is ‘focus’, Latin for 

‘hearth’.  From its use as a term in Geometry 

in the 17
th

 century it developed its current 

meaning: ‘centre of attention’.  Another such 

word is ‘talent’, originally a Greek 

measurement of weight, usually for metals.  

It’s connected with the word for ‘balance’, as 

in weighing.  A talent was the equivalent of  

75lbs or 34 kilos. We read in 2 Chronicles 29 of the vast weight in 

talents of gold and silver, bronze and iron which had been assembled by 

David for the building of the Temple. 

 

We, of course, are much more familiar with the word in its modern 

usage of ‘skill’, ‘gift’ or ‘special ability’, which has come to us from the 

Parable of the Talents.  We now usually take this story to mean that we 

should use the various gifts which God has given us to further his 

Kingdom on earth.  This certainly seems to be the moral of the story as 

Jesus tells it is Matthew’s Gospel, and this makes it a favourite with 

preachers speaking on the subject of Stewardship.  And it is indeed right 

that we should all be willing to use our abilities in the service of God 

and the church. Our contribution involves much more than giving 

money.  In Romans 12  Paul indicates that giving money is only one way 

in which we serve, he also mentions teachers,  administrators, officials, 

preachers, prophets and those who do works of mercy.  He doesn’t 

include jobs around the church which we find needful nowadays, such as 

cleaning or serving coffee or arranging the flowers, but perhaps 

‘officials’ covered those. 

 

There is, however, a somewhat different interpretation of the parable.  

It’s not just about using our gifts, it’s about living life to the full – even 

living dangerously and taking risks. 



 9 

 

The parable takes the metaphor of trade, of money-making.  We might 

today visualise the high-flyers in the City, making their millions on the 

Stock Market.  These millions are not made by the timid, who prefer to 

put their money in the building society with its safe but miniscule 

interest; no, they are made by pushy young men who are willing to take 

risks.  Sometimes they fail and we have a crash and lots of scandals.  But 

mostly they seem to succeed, and carry home massive end-of-year 

bonuses.  Seen in these terms, the first two servants with ten or five 

talents are the high-flyers who make a lot of money and are rewarded 

richly.  The third servant, a very timid character, didn’t even go to the 

building society – he put his money in a sock under the mattress.  So he 

got nothing, and lost even what he had because his master had no time 

for timidity. 

 

I don’t think that Jesus was recommending that we go in for wheeling 

and dealing on the Stock Market.  He wasn’t interested in money for its 

own sake; it’s clear that he regarded it only as a useful means of doing 

good to others.  But he does often use rather startling metaphors in his 

parables, in order to shock us into thinking differently about our 

situation; think of the Parable of the Unjust Steward, or the parable of 

the Prodigal Son, in which the father behaves in a somewhat undignified 

way to teach us about the endless nature of God’s love. 

 

Risk may be acceptable for financial high-flyers, but it is definitely not 

recommended these days for the rest of us.  We are constantly being 

encouraged to play safe, and more especially to make sure that our 

children do the same.  This is all very well up to a point, but we cannot 

live all the time wrapped up in cotton wool.  Frequently we have to 

branch out, to make difficult decisions, to take risks.  Even though we 

consider all options carefully and take expert advice, we cannot always 

be sure what the outcome will be.  Sometimes we will get things wrong 

and know failure, even disaster.  God does not protect us from these 

things, however much we ask for guidance.  Things do go wrong in life 

and we have to live with that.  It’s not always our own fault; other 

people and external circumstances have their part to play.  But as the 
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saying goes, “nothing venture, nothing win”.  If we don’t take a risk and 

try something different we shall never grow and develop. 

 

This is true also in the field of stewardship.  Most of us are content to do 

what we know we can do.  It’s often easier to give money than to get 

practically involved in some church project.  All that may demand time 

and abilities which we don’t think we possess.  Jesus often points out to 

his disciples that it’s only by joining in, by leaving all and following him 

that we can have a real relationship with him.  As we take the risk of 

trying a new form of service we may find that we grow spiritually in our 

relationship with God and socially in our relationship with other church 

members.  Working together in service is one of the most rewarding 

ways of using our talents. 

 

 

 

Stewardship – a wider perspective 
Paula Clifford 

 

On the morning of Sunday 22 April, one of my 

colleagues at Christian Aid was out on the streets 

raising thousands of pounds for us in the London 

marathon. In the City his PA had a party in full 

swing to cheer him on his way. And in a totally 

different part of London one of my team was, for 

the first time in her life, getting ready to preach a 

sermon on poverty. All these people were using 

gifts we didn’t know they had for a cause they 

believe in.   

 

For me, one of the most rewarding aspects of ministry, both in the 

church and in the workplace, has been helping people uncover hidden 

talents and encouraging them to put their gifts to good use. Sometimes 

that can be quite a challenge. I can think of many people who’ve said, 

rather sadly, ‘I don’t have any gifts’. Of course that’s not true: we all 

have gifts, even though we may not be clear exactly what they are or, 



 11 

still less, know how to use them. And where better to let those hidden 

gifts come to light and flourish than in our church community where 

there is trust and goodwill, where it doesn’t matter if you don’t get 

things quite right first time round. 

 

It may be that your gifts are most effective outside the church 

community. If that’s so – if your gifting leads you to exercise your 

talents in a totally different context, such working with the homeless, in 

a local school or even in an overseas development agency – then the 

church community is here to support you. Because that too is a vital part 

of our stewardship: not just discerning and exercising our own gifts but 

supporting others in the use of theirs as well. 

 

Last year, in El Salvador, I visited an organisation that works for 

children’s rights, helping local children to make their voices heard. What 

then were they to do with a young lad who came to them and said, ‘I 

don’t like speaking very much. I’m better at practical things’? They 

could of course have sent him packing. Instead, they set him to work 

filling sandbags and stacking them up to strengthen a failing river bank. 

So next time a hurricane hits that area, that boy’s efforts, willingly 

offered, and the wisdom of the people who worked with him, may just 

possibly save a whole village from devastating floods. That, for me, is 

what stewardship is all about. 

 

Many thanks! 
The evening of cheese tasting and the auction of promises contributed the 
fantastic total of £8,620 towards the roof appeal fund.  Very many thanks to all 
who helped to make it such a success, Robert Pouget of the Oxford Cheese 
Company, Ben Lloyd of Mallams, Dennis Shaw who made it possible for us to 
have the use of the elegant Douglas Price Room at Keble College and not 
forgetting all those people and companies who contributed such  splendid 
items to auction.  We can't resist telling you the one sad event of the evening: 
one couple came to the door but went home again:  frightened away by seeing 
the auctioneer arrive in evening dress!  (Ben Lloyd thought it would add a touch 
of glamour to the evening and bump up prices!)    

Laura Cairns, John Clements, Margaret Bullard 
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Making the best use of our gifts 
                       Martin Henig 

 

We are often far too solemn in our reading of the New Testament. The 

Parables, which seem to be unique to Our Lord, show him to have been 

a superb raconteur - and actor, for the telling of a yarn like the Parable of 

the Talents in Matthew (25.14-30) which was adapted by Luke as the 

Parable of the Pounds (Luke 19.11-27) in order to fit the events 

surrounding the accession of Herod Antipas, who was obliged to leave 

Palestine in order to be invested by Augustus as client king of Galilee.  

 

In either version is an outrageous story: A man of property gives three of 

his servants considerable sums of money and the two most favoured 

proceed to trade with their owner’s property. Fortunately for them they 

are successful, but what if they had not been? Even investing with 

bankers was notoriously unsafe. A contemporary tale, recounted by 

Petronius in his Satyricon has the young slave and later freedman 

Trimalchio play fast and loose in much this manner and the first time he 

does so he loses everything! 

 

Admittedly, that scoundrel eventually makes good, being a totally self-

centred and ruthless sort of chap, not someone any Christian should try 

to emulate. No, the safe thing to do was what the third, much castigated 

servant did, to bury any sum of money entrusted to one in the ground. 

The main risk there was simply forgetting where one buried it, as 

thousands of surviving coin hoards from throughout the Roman Empire 

attest. 

 

Of course, the parable is not really about money at all but about more 

intangible possessions. We can try to consider it from another level. God 

gives us (or rather loans us) various abilities. Now I don’t think Jesus 

could ever mean the contrast to lie between a ‘five talent’ person, a ‘two 

talent’ person and a ‘one talent person’. The point was not to allow 

talented people to feel smug or suggest that those who lack academic, 

managerial or sporting abilities should rot in Hell. No, we all have a 

range of abilities and we all make the very best of something whether 
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one is a lawyer, a housewife/househusband, an academic, a doctor or a 

priest. There are probably a range of secondary activities most people do 

fairly well, say singing in the church choir, or running a local society or 

taking part in a political or campaigning organisation … but there are 

also so many things one would like to do, societies that one signs up for 

but is a sleeping member of … and I can assure our magazine readers 

that, on this count, I am a multiple one-talent-failure, consigned to outer 

darkness with the ‘gnashers of teeth’.  

 

However, just as I don’t think the parable has anything to do with 

money, I doubt Jesus is really talking about using our worldly gifts 

either, much as it is clearly a good thing to take risks, to rise to 

challenges and expand all our interests. Ultimately there are limits to our 

capabilities and capacities. The inevitability of having to choose 

between the possibilities which life throws at us is put succinctly by 

Robert Frost, perhaps reminiscing about his time at Dymock in 

Gloucestershire immediately before the First World War: 

 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 

And sorry I could not travel both 

And be one traveller ... 

I took the one less travelled by, 

And that has made all the difference. 

 

Jesus’ kingdom is ‘not of this world’, and His talents are thus spiritual 

qualities. Jesus tells us that simply paying lip service to Judeo-Christian 

values, while refusing to let the love of God, and of our fellow men 

grow inside us will get us nowhere. His opponents (some of the 

Pharisees, and doubtless some of our priests and supposedly moral 

leaders too) know Torah but lack the imagination to apply it. For Christ, 

the essence of the Law lay in the Shema, the affirmation of God’s 

oneness, and our duty to love Him ‘with all our heart and with all our 

soul and with all our might’ and at the same time to ‘love our neighbour 

as ourself’. The stewards who let their love expand, one of them in a 

limited way, but the other in a very expansive manner understood, and 

still understand, the meaning of the Kingdom of God. 
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I think this means we should grow our love 

both by loving those we love already more 

and more, and by extending it increasingly 

towards others. Sir Thomas Browne (1605-

82), Norwich doctor and Anglican saint, puts 

it brilliantly in Religio Medici: First one loves 

one’s close friends, ‘from hence me thinks I 

do conceive how God loves man, what 

happiness there is in the love of God’. He 

goes on to widen the implications of that love 

beyond his immediate circle: 

I never hear the Toll of a passing Bell, 

though in my mirth, without my prayers and 

best wishes for the departing spirit; I cannot 

go to cure the body of my patient, but I forget 

my profession, and call upon God for his 

soul; I cannot see one say his prayers, but, in 

stead of imitating him, I fall into a 

supplication for him… 

 

 

God has loaned us love so by what right do we exclude others in any 

way whatsoever, within the Church community or outside it? 

Scripturally we will recall the wonderful 13
th

 chapter of Corinthians 1: 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

 

The Master in the parable is, of course, God; but for us as Christians 

there is a further refinement, because the story teller is Himself the 

Master in the story. It is He who ‘loans’ us these talents of ‘love’ and 

demands a high return on his investment. The parable has often seemed 

tough and uncompromising which it certainly is, though not for the 

reasons usually advanced. Warfare, neglect of those living in poverty, 

intolerance even towards other Christians within the Anglican 

Communion are all signs of the baleful influence of the ‘one talent man’. 

And in our personal lives do we really and truly love each other enough? 
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Is it not time, if we want to please our returning Master, and who knows 

when he will be back, to love each other truly with all our hearts? And 

we need to remember that as Christ’s servants there can be no rest from 

our labours even when we have doubled or quadrupled our talents: 

Thomas Browne again: I love my friend before my self, and yet methinks 

I do not love him enough. That is what it means to be Christ’s steward! 

 

 

 

Money – a regrettable necessity? 
John Clements 

 

When I was asked to write an article about money for this edition, I 

really didn’t know where to begin until I read this: 

‘What our world needs, what our people need, is to be taught to dance 

and sing their lives to the music of God. But in many churches today any 

spark of life is being quenched by concerns about small congregations, 

repair bills and the other hard practical issues of church life….’
1
 

 

Yes, we want to dance and sing with God, and to tell others about how 

wonderful our lives of faith can be, but we have a roof that leaks, an 

organ that is on its last legs and somehow the energy that should be 

supporting the church in its external mission is diverted to raising the 

money to pay the running costs.  

 

Sounds familiar, doesn’t it? I am sure that I do not need to spell out how 

this happens; I want rather to consider how we might avoid falling 

unconsciously or unavoidably into this common error so that we can use 

our resources more fully to further God’s wishes for the world and the 

people He loves. 

 

Living in a community defined by our faith is a core part of our belief. 

To do so does not necessarily require a physical centre, or clergy for that 

matter, but I believe we have accepted that we are the inheritors and 

                                                 
1 Being  a Priest Today – Cocksworth & Brown, 2002 
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transmitters of a tradition of communal gathering and worship which 

long ago outgrew its domestic meeting spaces, and that we need those 

who have been called to exercise a vocation of teaching and pastoral 

care to act with us and for us.  

 

 

If we take the two parishes in our benefice 

and ignore special appeals, the annual 

running costs come to c£105,000. The 

parish share, which can be taken to 

approximate to the costs of the clergy, 

together with clergy-related expenses 

which we pay ourselves, totals c£58,000, 

over half. Premises and insurance account 

for a further £20,000 and administration  

£11,000. Of the remaining £16,000, £12,000 is spent on services 

including music, choirs and organists and £4,000 in charitable giving.  

 

What is truly astonishing is that all of this money is raised from 

individuals in one way or another and that both churches have recently 

raised further sums greatly exceeding their annual turnover for specific 

projects. In any discussion about church finances, that achievement has 

to be recognised and applauded, but it also needs to be taken as a 

warning for the future. In common with so many Anglican churches, 

both our churches are large old buildings with all the potential that 

brings for maintenance problems and running costs. We would like them 

to be internally appealing and inviting, and for their decoration and 

fittings to be worthy of a place of worship, and indeed for them in 

themselves to be fit offerings to our Lord and Saviour. In this context the 

alterations carried out at both churches over the last few years have 

indeed enhanced and improved the environment and the act of worship, 

whilst there remain other areas which could be improved if funds were 

available. 

 

 ‘If funds were available.’ We can all think of what we might like to do 

if the money was already in the bank. Is it too much to think that perhaps 

we should make sure that there is money in the bank when it is needed? 
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A commercial business provides for the replacement of its assets by 

putting aside a sum of money every year over the expected life of the 

asset so that it can be replaced when its useful life comes to an end. Can 

we not do the same, and with a little more day to day effort, avoid the 

periodic excessive strain and uncertainty of fund-raising for projects?  If 

a project, say a roof repair, costs £100,000 and can be expected to last 50 

years, then £2,000 a year could be put aside for this purpose (possibly 

less as interest would be earned on the growing sum and this could be 

taken into account, or used for other purposes as decided).  

 

The accounts would show a cash surplus 

and some might feel uncomfortable that 

the church was apparently making a 

‘profit’ from its congregation. Treasurers 

would need to explain that this was not 

profit but a wise and necessary 

precaution to make sure that the parish 

could meet its obligations to provide a fit 

place for God’s people to meet and 

worship, and to be a recognisable centre 

for the community. 

 

 

We live in the world. The world uses money. We cannot avoid using it 

ourselves but we can at least ensure that some of what we have is used to 

express our belief that money is only of value when it can be turned into 

an offering to God and has no value in itself. 

 

 

 

Lent Groups 2007 

Some thoughts collated by Clare Weiner 

 

‘Prayer’ is central to the Christian life, and prayer is a two-way activity. 

Interest in learning more about prayer was being expressed at both 

Benefice churches and led to a meeting last summer to discuss ways 

forward. However, learning about prayer had only a small uptake! 



 18 

Nothing deterred, the subject of Prayer moved first to an excellent 

edition of the Magazine, and then to the 2007 Lent Groups. 

 

My own desire for ‘more prayer’ was expressing itself through 

awareness of the enormous neediness of Western society, the wider 

global political situations, poverty, climate change … Intercessory 

prayer! However, and rightly so, the first four of five sessions took us 

through listening to God—approaching God, attitudes of listening, 

honesty with God. Due to circumstances, I attended two groups, and 

observed the contrast between the different leaders dealing with the 

same basic material. This was helpful!  

 

In one group we explored the usefulness of focusing our minds and eyes 

on God through icons, candles, symbols. In the other, it was necessary to 

close one’s eyes to the more everyday surroundings of the Baptistry 

cluttered with toys and stacked chairs. In both environments God was 

very present. 

 

There is plenty to take away and develop into one’s private prayer life. 

Before intercessory prayer, the quiet awed appreciation of God, of who 

he is and what Christ has done for us. The helpful aids to exploring a 

Biblical passage prayerfully, several classic Prayers to learn and then a 

version of the Ignatian ‘Examen’. 

 

I particularly appreciated the use of the Collect for Purity (which comes 

from the ‘old’ Communion Service) and the prayer of St Richard (see 

below, page 20). I learned much from this prayer, a favourite of my 

headmistress many years ago, and at that time largely ignored by us 

1960s teenagers. It is a succinct summary of the gifts and goals of the 

Christian life. 

 

Thanks to all members of the staff and group leaders for taking us 

through learning to pray more deeply and thoughtfully, and to explore 

worship, thanks, and adoration as well as intercession. 
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And a few further comments from participants of the Lent Groups: 

 

“It was worthwhile simply to take this time in the company of others to 

re-think my own approach to prayer which is often in danger of 

becoming a necessary but, even though one knows it shouldn't be, 

disagreeable, chore. I am very grateful for the thoughtful and 

comprehensive notes prepared by Georgie, for Stuart's leadership and to 

all the members of the group for their comments as well as to Wyndham 

House residents for their hospitality”.    Anon. 

 

“This was an excellent Lent group. For four of our meetings we 

enjoyed the warm hospitality of Margaret Pinsent, and on the final night 

we met in St Margaret’s Baptistery immediately before the Eucharist 

celebrating the Annunciation. 

Prayer is a large topic and Paula guided us in an expert way, so that 

biblical texts really did serve as introductions to how to be friends with 

God and to one another; to listen to God and to one another; and to see 

prayer in its widest context, as an active part of life in a world where 

diseases such as AIDS, warfare between nations and environmental 

degradation are all challenges which need to be faced. 

It was so appropriate to end with the Annunciation because Mary’s 

acceptance of God’s love expressed most fully in the Magnificat 

(echoing Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel) provides such an amazing model 

of what a life with Christ should be, where love of God has to include 

the fullest acceptance of one another. 

There was a feeling that somehow the fire engendered by these lovely 

evenings should be kept alight and that we should continue under 

Paula’s insightful guidance in some way.” 

          Martin Henig/Melanie Florence 

 

“The subject for this year’s Lent discussion groups was very well 

chosen. Our group of fourteen led by David Longrigg found much of 

interest to discuss. At the beginning we sought a definition of “prayer” 

which according to the OED is an act of asking for something. There 

was sharing of views on the nature of prayer and different types of 
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prayer;  emphasis was placed on the role of prayer as “listening” and as 

dialogue with God through our daily lives. It was generally agreed that 

God speaks to us through our thoughts.  

 

Answers to our prayers of intercession were rarely found in tangible 

actions, or in the apparent intervention of a divine spirit, although 

several instances were given where an answer to prayer was manifested 

in a physical action. (e.g. the prayer for recovery of a loved one from 

serious illness was a common occurrence).  This discussion led further 

into the occasions when prayer did not seem to be answered and the 

meaning of Faith. 

 

Help to guide us through our own prayers was offered; two examples 

were given of alphabetic mnemonics, one of seven letters and one of the 

full alphabet covering the various forms of prayer. The notes distributed 

to the group on the familiar bible records of God speaking to man held 

much of interest and there was debate on their interpretation and nature. 

The group benefited from the able and very thoughtful chairmanship of 

David Longrigg. He brought copies of additional relevant readings and 

ensured that no-one deviated too lengthily from the subject in hand. It 

was generally agreed that the series had been mind-broadening, helpful 

and generally ‘very rewarding’.” 

By participants of the Monday morning Group 

 

Prayer of St Richard 
 

Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits which you have given us, 

for all the pains and insults which you have borne for us. 
Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 

may we know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly, 
day by day. 

Amen. 
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting - Vicar’s Report 
St Margaret’s Church, Oxford – 29

th
 April 2007 

 

As I look back over the past year, the lasting impression is that it was a 

difficult year. At last year’s APCM we realised that there was a problem 

on finance but as the year progressed, the extent of the problems 

gradually became evident. It started with the funding of the re-building 

of the organ and the building of the dais. At last year’s APCM we knew 

there was a shortage of funds but we didn’t know how serious the deficit 

on the combined project was going to be. Then if that wasn’t enough, we 

realised that the income coming in to the general account was less than 

the expenditure being made to cover our running costs. These factors 

made my life a very uncomfortable and distressing experience. I felt 

totally helpless to rectify the problems & totally dependent on others. 

But the situation was to get even more complicated than just a financial 

problem; for three key participants in the life of this parish had to step 

back from the role that they had been holding for one reason or another. 

Yes, looking back on last year, there is no way that I would want to go 

through that again! 

 

Yet, there is another side to last year which helps me to put things in a 

more positive light, a view which was very hard to see at the time, 

because the situation was very bleak. The financial problems we were 

encountering prompted two appeals to the congregation, first to help pay 

for the building works and secondly to raise our general income. I am 

pleased to say the response in both cases turned what was becoming a 

desperate state into something which is much more hopeful. The truth is 

that the generosity of this congregation in responding to the requests for 

funds meant that we were just able to deal with the situation and avoid 

going into debt. In my more optimistic moments, I had hoped that this 

would be the case. I was delighted to see that you all rose to the 

challenge when it was necessary. 

 

But the life of St Margaret’s has far more to it than just concerns with 

buildings and finance, and during the last year there were some very 

special moments to hearten us. The music festival to celebrate the new 
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organ was a tremendous series of events. It showed the commitment of 

those associated with the music of this church that they had something to 

celebrate and they were going to make the most of it. There seems to 

have been a relentless growth in the musical life of this parish; the choir 

keeps growing in numbers, confidence and excellence and also this 

church seems to be hosting more and more musical events. The 

Confirmation Service this year was a testament to the growth of the 

spiritual life of this church, I think it was twelve people from the parish 

who were confirmed. The celebration of Advent, Christmas and 

Epiphany was very special and the development of both the Crib Service 

and the Epiphany Carol Service shows that this parish still wants to find 

new ways of celebrating our faith. And then there was the celebration of 

Holy Week, from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, this church was a 

living witness to the Christian faith. Of all those special celebrations, the 

service on Maundy Thursday stood out as the prime example of what is 

at the heart of our understanding of the Gospel. The humility of loving 

service as expressed by the washing of the disciples’ feet seems to me to 

show what central to the way we live out the Gospel. 

 

Last year I was full of optimism as I looked towards the future. I had 

hoped that the difficulties were behind us and all would be expansive. 

What happened showed that I was rather simplistic in my hopes. There 

has been much to celebrate, but also some difficulties along the way. 

Looking back over the experience of last year, there is an important 

lesson to learn; of keeping hopeful despite the difficulties and realising 

that, if we support each other, we can overcome the practical problems 

which are confronting us. Last year was a period of growth in so many 

different ways that I think we can definitely look to the coming year 

with a fair degree of optimism. Yet, I am also now much more aware 

that growth produces strain in other areas and this can be a very trying 

and painful process to go through. 

 

So thank you for last year, it would have been impossible to have got 

through it without the generosity and commitment of all the members of 

this community. In the coming year, let’s see what we can achieve in 

spreading the Gospel to our community by working together so that 
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others can see St Margaret’s as a worshipping community in which the 

Love of God is self-evident. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s concert at St Margaret’s 

 
 

The annual recital given by young people at St Margaret’s raised around 

£120 for Christian Aid. It included, as ever, an interesting mix of 

instrumentalists and singers.   There were two operatic duets – Hermione 

Thompson and Emma Gullifer opened the programme with music by 

Mozart, and later on Elizabeth and Rosalind Dobson sang the ‘Slumber 

Song’ by Humperdinck.  Also in the programme we heard Hetty Gullifer 

and Matthew Silverman in songs by Quilter and Schubert respectively. 

 

Piano solos varied from a Romantic mood piece played by Eleanor 

Thompson to a baroque march played by Charlie Pressdee and colourful 

modern solos played by Matthew Holmes and George Pressdee (who 

incidentally was playing in church for the first time). 

 

Also making her debut was violinist Anna Holmes who played an 

American folksong, and other string players followed – violinists Harry 

and Charlie Baigent both with lively solos, and ’cellist Bertie Baigent 

with W. H. Squire’s spirited ‘Rustic Dance’. 

 

There were just two brass players – Miranda Nixon on trumpet with a 

piece intriguingly titled ‘the Noble Savage’ and horn player Ben Goodall 

who chose lyrical pieces by Tchaikovsky and Fauré. 

 

Thank you to all the parents who helped the soloists by encouraging 

them in their practice and by accompanying them on the day. 

 

Eve Barsham  
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The restoration of the Townesend Tomb at St Giles 
 

Two years ago, as a result of recent legislation, St Giles’ churchyard 

underwent its first Cemeteries’ Health and Safety inspection. Only one 

tomb was declared unsafe and ring-fenced for either demolition or 

repair.  The church was fortunate. In some areas of the country tombs 

have been knocked to the ground in atrocious acts of official vandalism 

to ensure public safety. 

 

However, at a time when St Giles’ still has expensive work on its 

Chancel rafters to complete, it has been left with a problem, as this is the 

most historically and aesthetically significant tomb in the graveyard. It is 

a remarkable Georgian monument, the tribute by one of Oxford’s 

greatest Georgian architect-builders, William Townesend, to his father, 

John. It needs urgent attention. 

 

John Townesend was born in 1648 and died in 1728. His father was a 

labourer but John was apprenticed to Bartholomew Peisley, one of a 

family of builders and stonemasons based in St Giles.  By 1674 John 

was an independent mason. His buildings included the Long Library at 

The Queen’s College, (1692-5), the Kitchen Court and the Clock Tower 

at Blenheim Palace (1705-1712), the gate house and some of the Turl 

Street wing of Exeter College, and the main gate, gate tower and 

Master’s Lodging at Pembroke (1691-1709), although his work at both 

these last colleges has had subsequent remodelling. 

 

John prospered and in his later years held several offices on Oxford City 

Council, becoming Mayor for the year 1719/20. Thomas Hearne 

commented: 

“Yesterday Mr Townesend, the mason, father to (William) Towne-

send who hath a hand in all the buildings in Oxford and gets a vast 

deal of money that way, was elected Mayor of Oxford. This old 

Townesend is commonly called “Old Pincher” from his pinching his 

workmen”. 
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It was usual for each Mayor to give a grand breakfast at the end of his 

year in office. Hearne records that John Townesend’s breakfast was “so 

splendid that the like hath not been known many years”. 

 

John had three sons who all became very well known masons. John 

worked in London and George in Bristol; but William was apprenticed 

to his father in Oxford and has the Peckwater Building at Christchurch, 

the Fellows’ Building at Corpus and the Woodstock Gate and Column of 

Victory at Blenheim Palace among his many great achievements.  

 

This dynasty of mason-builders dwindled back into obscurity after 

John’s grandson, another John, lost money building new bridges across 

the Thames at Maidenhead and Henley while his son Stephen 

encountered even greater difficulties building the bridge at Staines.  In 

1797 Stephen sold the yard and business to his foreman, Thomas 

Knowles, whose descendants still run Knowles and Son the firm 

involved in the recent building of the new vestries in St Giles’. 

 

Sir Howard Colvin has encouraged St Giles to have the monument 

conserved properly while making it safe and has recommended Rory 

Young, a specialist in tomb conservation, who will carry out the work 

this summer. 

 

This will cost around £11,000, a relatively small sum; but it may prove 

difficult for the church to raise. There will be no new ‘Appeal’ as 

congregation, friends and neighbourhood have already given so 

generously for the roofs.  However the PCC would be very grateful for 

any sort of help either by telling interested friends about it, suggesting 

charities for us to approach or even directly by making a contribution!  

Oxford City Council has already promised a grant.  

 

It will be good to see the fencing removed and this important memorial 

conserved for posterity. 

 

Catherine Barrington-Ward 
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Letter to the Editor  
 

With reference to the article “Who is my Neighbour” in the 

March Parish Magazine, and having served my country for 27 

yrs in war and peace, which included a spell behind barbed 

wire, and 3 yrs in Palestine during the changeover to Israel, I 

found it quite insulting to our Armed Forces, who do a 

wonderful job both in combat and peacekeeping on behalf of 

our Government and people, and also pay the same taxes for 

that privilege.  

 

 

I have since met Brenda Boughton at my home, with Alice Keller, the 

editor of our magazine, and found her to be a very nice lady, and we had 

a very long and deep discussion on the subject, but she truly and firmly 

believes that a proportion of our taxes should not be spent to supply 

arms and equipment, which allow our forces to go out killing and 

maiming people they have never met and don’t even know, as this is 

against the laws of Christianity.  

 

In a perfect world she would be right, but today’s world is far from 

perfect, and the Armed Forces cannot be blamed for all the bloodshed 

spilled in the name of peace, so our forces need their arms and 

equipment for their own protection. They cannot just roll over and say, 

“Don’t shoot me, I’m a Christian”, it doesn’t work that way, as I well 

know!! I only wish it did. So our meeting ended amicably, but with no 

real solution or answers. 

 

Harold Padfield 
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THE COLOUR OF LOVE: THE COLOUR OF LOVE: THE COLOUR OF LOVE: THE COLOUR OF LOVE:     
    
An exhibition of Modern Christian ArtAn exhibition of Modern Christian ArtAn exhibition of Modern Christian ArtAn exhibition of Modern Christian Art    
    
At two Venues:  

• St Michael at the North Gate, Oxford 

• Wesley Memorial Methodist Church, Oxford 
22nd April to 9 June 2007 
Open Monday to Saturday; hours 11:00am to 5:00pm 
Entrance free 
Associated series of lectures, workshops and services, see: 
http://www.smng.org.uk/COL/ or ring 240940. 
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St Giles’ Church, Woodstock Road, Oxford 

 
 

A series of Thursday lunchtime talks in connection with  

Colour of Love 
the Oxford city-centre churches exhibition of works from the  

Methodist Church Collection of Modern Christian Art 

26
th
 April Images of God – one step to heresy,  

  Francis King OBE: Exhibition co-ordinator; 

  formerly with the British Council 

3
rd
 May Permission, prohibition, patronage - 

  Methodism’s engagement with art 

  Peter Forsaith: Co-ordinator, Methodist  

  Studies Unit, Oxford Brookes University 

10
th
 May Speaker and Title to be confirmed 

17
th
 May The love of colour 

  Nick Mynheer: Artist; Curator of the  

  ‘Angels’ exhibition at St Giles’, 2005 

24
th
 May Holman Hunt’s ‘The Light of the World’ 

  Jon Whiteley: Senior Assistant Keeper,  

  The Ashmolean Museum 

31
st
 May The colour library 

  Roger Wagner: Artist 

 

12.30 pm at St Giles’ Church, Oxford 
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Visiting Choir for Evensong 
 
Due to building works in the College Chapel, St Giles will be hosting St 
John's Wednesday Choral Evensong during Trinity Term. 

 

 
Evensong starts at 6:30pm and 
lasts 35mins. This arrangement 
will last from Wed 25 April to Wed 
13 June, with the exception that 
the service on Wed 16 May will be 
Sung Eucharist. 
 
St Giles’ parishioners are very 
welcome to attend this beautiful 
service. 
 

Liz Carmichael, St John’s 

 

 

 

Notice:  
 

Room and/or opportunities for English conversation wanted for 
a Japanese man in his 60's, planning to be in Oxford for about 3 
months from June. 
 
Please reply to John Pusey, who met him regularly during a 
previous spell in Oxford:  johnguypusey@hotmail.com. 
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Dates for your Diary ... May 2007Dates for your Diary ... May 2007Dates for your Diary ... May 2007Dates for your Diary ... May 2007    
Wednesday, 2

nd
 May St Athanasius, Bishop, 373 

 6.30 pm St John’s College Evensong at St Giles’.   

 8.00 pm St Giles’ PCC meeting at St Giles’.   
 

Thursday, 3
rd
  

 12.30 pm Lunchtime Talk at St Giles’ 

   Images of God: one step to heresy.  

   Speaker: Francis King OBE 

 2.30 pm Tiny Tots & Toddlers’ Service at St Margaret’s 

 8.00 pm St Margaret’s PCC meeting at St Margaret’s.   
 

Monday, 7
th
  

 2.30-5.00 pm Diocesan Guild of Bellringers event at St Giles’ 
 

Wednesday, 9
th
  

 6.30 pm St John’s College Evensong at St Giles’.   
 

Thursday, 10
th
   

 12.30 pm Lunchtime Talk at St Giles’ 

 2.30-4.00 pm Tiny Tots at St Margaret’s 
 

Saturday, 12
th
   

 9.30-10.30 am Visit by Rewley House group at St Giles’ 

 12.00 noon Art Weeks exhibition private view at St Giles’.   
 

Sunday, 13
th
 The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 10.30 am Baptism at St Margaret’s 

   Art Weeks exhibition at St Giles’ until 27 May 

Monday, 14
th
  

 8.00 pm South African Choir Concert at St Margaret’s.   
 

Wednesday, 16
th
  

 6.30 pm St John’s College Choral Eucharist at St Giles’.   
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Thursday, 17
th 
 Ascension Day 

 10.00 am Holy Communion at St Margaret’s 

 12.30 pm Lunchtime Talk at St Giles’ 

   The Love of Colour.  Speaker: Nick Mynheer 

 2.30-4.00 pm Tiny Tots at St Margaret’s 

 8.00 pm Sung Eucharist at St Margaret’s 
 

Saturday, 19
th
 St Dunstan, Archbishop, 988 

 2.00-3.00 pm Visiting ringers at St Giles’ 

 

Sunday, 20
th
 The Seventh Sunday of Easter  

 10.30 am Family Service at St Margaret’s 
 

Wednesday, 23
rd
  

 6.30 pm St John’s College Choral Evensong at St Giles’.   
 

Thursday, 24
th
 John and Charles Wesley 

 12.30 pm Lunchtime Talk at St Giles’ 

   Holman Hunt’s ‘The Light of the World’ 

   Speaker: Jon Whiteley, The Ashmolean  

 2.30-4.00 pm Tiny Tots at St Margaret’s 
 

Sunday, 27
th 

 
PENTECOST 

 
 Wednesday, 30

th
 Josephine Butler 

 6.30 pm St John’s College Choral Evensong at St Giles’.   
 

Thursday, 31
st
 The Visit of the BVM to Elizabeth 

 12.30 pm Lunchtime Talk at St Giles’ 

   The colour library. Speaker: Roger Wagner 

 2.30-4.00 pm Tiny Tots at St Margaret’s 

 8.00 pm Sung Eucharist at St Margaret’s 
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Weekly Services at St Giles’ & St Margaret’s 
Sunday  

 8:00am  Holy Communion  St Margaret 

 8:00am  Holy Communion St Giles 

 10:30am  Parish Eucharist  St Margaret 

  with Sunday School & Crèche 

 10:30am  Mattins & Holy Communion  St Giles 

 6:00pm  Evening Prayer St Margaret 

 6:30pm  Evensong St Giles 

Monday 

 5:30pm Evening Prayer St Giles 

Tuesday 

 7:00am Morning Prayer St Margaret 

 5:30pm Evening Prayer St Giles 

 7:15pm Eucharist St Margaret 

Wednesday 

 7:00am Morning Prayer St Margaret 

 12:30pm Eucharist St Giles 

 5:30pm Evening Prayer St Giles 

Thursday 

 7:00am Morning Prayer St Margaret 

 8:00am Iona Liturgy St Giles 

 10:00am Holy Communion St Margaret 

 5:30pm Evening Prayer St Giles 

Friday 

 7:00am Morning Prayer St Margaret 

 1:15pm Taizé Service St Giles 

 5:30pm Evening Prayer St Giles 

Saturday 

 9:00am Morning Prayer St Giles 

 5:30pm Evening Prayer St Margaret 

 


