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Dear Friends, May 2007
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This month’s issue of the magazine is dedicated to the subject of
‘Stewardship’. This was specifically requested by members of St
Margaret’s. But ‘stewardship’is an important issue for every
congregation and Christian, and I am pleased that we have managed
to gather so many interesting and inspiring articles.

Stewardship: Our gifts and our time

By Juliet Brooks p- 6
The Parable of the Talents 8
By Margaret Hollis b
Stewardship - a wider perspective 10
By Paula Clifford p:
Making the best use of our gifts 12
By Martin Henig P
... and last but not least ... 15
Money - a regrettable necessity? b
By John Clements
I am also pleased that Clare Weiner has been encouraging
members from St Margaret’s and St Giles’ to give us some
feedback from the Lent Groups on Prayer. p- 17
Stewardship: Our gifts and our time
Juliet Brooks
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N Steward derives from the Old English: stiweard
(stig = house, hall; weard = ward).
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The Parable of the Talents

Margaret Hollis
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Many thanks!

The evening of cheese tasting and the auction of promises contributed the
fantastic total of £8,620 towards the roof appeal fund. Very many thanks to all
who helped to make it such a success, Robert Pouget of the Oxford Cheese
Company, Ben Lloyd of Mallams, Dennis Shaw who made it possible for us to
have the use of the elegant Douglas Price Room at Keble College and not
forgetting all those people and companies who contributed such splendid
items to auction. We can't resist telling you the one sad event of the evening:
one couple came to the door but went home again: frightened away by seeing
the auctioneer arrive in evening dress! (Ben Lloyd thought it would add a touch
of glamour to the evening and bump up prices!)

Laura Cairns, John Clements, Margaret Bullard
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Making the best use of our gifts

Martin Henig
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Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveller ...

1 took the one less travelled by,

And that has made all the difference.
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J Vfrom hence me thinks I

do conceive how God loves man, what
happiness there is in the love of God) O

A >

I never hear the Toll of a passing Bell,
though in my mirth, without my prayers and
best wishes for the departing spirit; I cannot
go to cure the body of my patient, but I forget
my profession, and call upon God for his

REeli :;-lll Medsci
soul; I cannot see one say his prayers, but, in Privied fie Andrees Croske 1 142

stead of imitating him, I fall into a
supplication for him...
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If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, [ am a

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
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1 do not love him enough. A" J L

Money — a regrettable necessity?
John Clements
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‘What our world needs, what our people need, is to be taught to dance

and sing their lives to the music of God. But in many churches today any

spark of life is being quenched by concerns about small congregations,

repair bills and the other hard practical issues of church life...."
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Lent Groups 2007
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Some thoughts collated by Clare Weiner
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And a few further comments from participants of the Lent Groups:
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“This was an excellent Lent group 4
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Martin Henig/Melanie Florence

“The subject for this year’s Lent discussion groups was very well
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By participants of the Monday morning Group

Prayer of St Richard

Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits which you have given us,
for all the pains and insults which you have borne for us.
Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother,
may we know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day.
Amen.




Annual Parochial Church Meeting - Vicar’s Report
St Margaret’s Church, Oxford — 29™ April 2007
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Children’s concert at St Margaret’s
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Eve Barsham
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The restoration of the Townesend Tomb at St Giles
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“Yesterday Mr Townesend, the mason, father to (William) Towne-
send who hath a hand in all the buildings in Oxford and gets a vast
deal of money that way, was elected Mayor of Oxford. This old
Townesend is commonly called “Old Pincher” from his pinching his
workmen”.
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Letter to the Editor

With reference to the article “Who is my Neighbour” in the
March Parish Magazine, and having served my country for 27
yrs in war and peace, which included a spell behind barbed
wire, and 3 yrs in Palestine during the changeover to Israel, 1
found it quite insulting to our Armed Forces, who do a
wonderful job both in combat and peacekeeping on behalf of
our Government and people, and also pay the same taxes for
that privilege.

I have since met Brenda Boughton at my home, with Alice Keller, the
editor of our magazine, and found her to be a very nice lady, and we had
a very long and deep discussion on the subject, but she truly and firmly
believes that a proportion of our taxes should not be spent to supply
arms and equipment, which allow our forces to go out killing and
maiming people they have never met and don’t even know, as this is
against the laws of Christianity.

In a perfect world she would be right, but today’s world is far from
perfect, and the Armed Forces cannot be blamed for all the bloodshed
spilled in the name of peace, so our forces need their arms and
equipment for their own protection. They cannot just roll over and say,
“Don’t shoot me, I'm a Christian”, it doesn’t work that way, as I well
know!! I only wish it did. So our meeting ended amicably, but with no
real solution or answers.

Harold Padfield



THE COLOUR OF LOVE:

An exhibition of Modern Christian Art

At two Venues:

e St Michael at the North Gate, Oxford

e  Wesley Memorial Methodist Church, Oxford
22nd April to 9 June 2007
Open Monday to Saturday; hours 11:00am to 5:00pm
Entrance free
Associated series of lectures, workshops and services, see:

heep: // Www.smng.org.uk/ COL/ or ring 240940.
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St Giles’ Church, Woodstock Road, Oxford

A series of Thursday lunchtime talks in connection with

Colour of Love
the Oxford city-centre churches exhibition of works from the
Methodist Church Collection of Modern Christian Art

26™ April Images of God — one step to heresy,
Francis King OBE: Exhibition co-ordinator;
formerly with the British Council

3" May Permission, prohibition, patronage -
Methodism’s engagement with art
Peter Forsaith: Co-ordinator, Methodist
Studies Unit, Oxford Brookes University

10™ May Speaker and Title to be confirmed

17" May The love of colour
Nick Mynheer: Artist; Curator of the
‘Angels’ exhibition at St Giles’, 2005

24™ May Holman Hunt’s ‘The Light of the World’
Jon Whiteley: Senior Assistant Keeper,
The Ashmolean Museum

31* May The colour library
Roger Wagner: Artist

12.30 pm at St Giles’ Church, Oxford




Visiting Choir for Evensong

Due to building works in the College Chapel, St Giles will be hosting St
John's Wednesday Choral Evensong during Trinity Term.

Evensong starts at 6:30pm and
lasts 35mins. This arrangement
will last from Wed 25 April to Wed
13 June, with the exception that
the service on Wed 16 May will be
Sung Eucharist.

St Giles’ parishioners are very
welcome to attend this beautiful

service.

Liz Carmichael, St John’s

Notice:

Room and/or opportunities for English conversation wanted for
a Japanese man in his 60's, planning to be in Oxford for about 3

months from June.

Please reply to John Pusey, who

met him regularly during a

previous spell in Oxford: johnguypusey@hotmail.com.




Dates for your Diary ... May 2007
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Images of God: one step to heresy.
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Ascension Day
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The Seventh Sunday of Easter
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John and Charles Wesley
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Holman Hunt’s ‘The Light of the World’
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PENTECOST

Josephine Butler
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The Visit of the BVM to Elizabeth
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Weekly Services at St Giles’” & St Margaret’s
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