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Dear Friends, March 2007

There was a time when I used to buy a newspaper on a daily basis and
read it on the train on my way to work. I did this for several months and
then gave up; reading the news on such a regular basis was far too
depressing for me. The next solution I tried in order to keep up with
events in the world was listening to the news on the radio which, over
time, was interleaved with watching the news on television. This has
provided a remarkably good source of information, but over the past few
years | have become less and less satisfied.

The reason for this sense of dissatisfaction with the way the news is
portrayed is the peculiar emphasis put on events from around the world.
Yes, it is good to hear from the local news that the body of the boy who
fell into the Thames a few weeks ago has now been recovered. This
brings to an end a very disturbing incident in our local community. But
what I find so strange is the importance given on the international news
that Britney Spears has cut off all her hair! Why is this given such
prominence and yet we hear so little about events which affect many
hundreds of thousands, e.g. the progressive flooding of the delta in

Bangl adesh. l sn*"t the | atter so

But then an item on the news yesterday about the plans the Bush
administration has drawn up for military action in Iran made me realise
that I am living in a world which has lost contact with reason. Who
honestly believes that anything positive will be achieved by carrying out
such plans? Hasn"t t he wiettationdin
particular, realised that war achieves nothing except destruction and
mayhem? If even a mere mortal like me can see how unstable the

at

Mi ddl e East has become over t he

makers who are meant to come from the most powerful nation on earth,
and with a professed Christian heritage, get a glimpse of this truth?

Against this backdrop of observations, I sometimes wonder what it
means to live as a Christian in the modern world. Answering this
question is not made any easier by the way the affairs of the Church are
portrayed. From press coverage, it would seem that the Church is
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interested more in what happens

issues which might shape the future of mankind. So does our Christian
faith provide an escape route from reality, supplying us with a safe
environment in which we can concern ourselves with a set of minor
affairs of little real consequence or does it have some greater meaning?

For years I have recognised that the only way I can maintain a state of
balance as a parish priest is by saying my daily prayers, both in the
morning and evening. This is what keeps me both sane and able to see
life with a sense of perspective which is greater than that presented by
our press. The reason for this originates from a variety of causes
attached to the practice of saying daily prayers. First, in a day which is
crammed full of events and meetings, saying the daily office of Morning
and Evening Prayer provi detsmake
any decisions; you simply follow a preset form and let the message from
the daily office seep into you. So what does it feed you with? Insights
and ways of viewing life which have a far greater sense of perspective
than is possible either from yourself and your society. It is a view of life
which has been chewed over through the centuries and much of the
dross has been “boiled off”.
absorbed, there is a time for reflecting prayerfully either on the day
ahead or on the events of the day that have happened.

In this practice of daily prayer, what I see happening is a two-way
process of our daily life rubbing up against the Kingdom of God. Our

Th

concerns are accepted into God"s

and allow us to receive insights, which can influence our thinking,
attitudes, desires and actions. For me, daily prayers enable me to find
meaning and purpose in being a Christian in everyday life. My belief is
that prayer brings both hope and purpose to life and makes our
interaction with daily living have meaning.

Now, I might be wrong, but I think reading the Bible and saying our
prayers helps us engage with the real issues of life. Try it and see for
yourself. With love, Andrew.



The overall theme of t hisissueis 6 Maki ng t he Chri sti @
i n today 6 sThissompllatiod of thought -provoking articles
provides appropriate reading for Lent .

Invited articles in this issue:

Who is my Neighbour? p. 6
By Brenda Boughton

Animal Rights p. 8
By Martin Henig

Address to the Homeless at St Giles on Jan, 28th p. 12
By David Longrigg

Lasting Treasure: Ethical Investment and the Christian p. 14
Investor
By John Clements

Other articles were not specifically written with this theme in mind, but
fitin very well:

With Desmond Tutu in Nairobi p. 17
By Paula Clifford
Mothering Sunday p. 19

‘... and a sword shall pierce your heart also ...’
By Clare Weiner

Who is my Neighbour?
Brenda Boughton

This is the question asked of Jesus by a lawyer standing near him who
had seen a passer-by attacked by bandits, robbed and left half dead. A
priest came along, passed by and ignored the wounded man; and so did a
Levite, passing by on the other side: but a Samaritan stopped at once to
attend to his injuries and get him lifted on to his mount so that he could
be taken to an inn-keeper and properly cared for. Also he promised the
man at the inn that when he passed by on his return journey he would
pay for any further expenses that may have been needed. So Jesus asked

the ma n wh o had accosted hi m, ., Whi

proved himself a neighbour to
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replied, », The one who showed pit
and do the same yourself™

This story provides us with a very clear instance of how all of us need
have no doubts about how we all should behave towards our fellow
human beings, particularly when they happen to be in need of our help.

In the church I usually attend on Sundays mid-morning the priest
presents,near the beginning of the sel
as follows:

iOur Lord Jesus Christ said
Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord

and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart

and with all thy soul and with all thy mind

and with all thy strength.

This is the first commandment.

And the second is like, namely this,

thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

There is none other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang

all the law and the prophets.”

The demand that is made there could scarcely be more overwhelming: it
certainly convinced me years ago that none of the persons who made up
the human race — whatever their colour or creed — was justified in
attempting the defeat or death of any other human beings, however
much they might seem to be enemies.

[ hope you will all find this a suitable introduction to the leaflet enclosed

in this month"s magazine. Stonmi |
Pope John Paul II heartening (1982), as well as the quotation from
Unesco: Seville statement on violence (1989).



Today the scale and horror of modern warfare, whether nuclear or
not, makes it totally unacceptable as a means of settling differences
between nations. War should belong to the tragic past — to history.
It should find no place on h

Pope John Paul 11, 1982

We conclude that biology does not condemn humanity to war, and
that humanity can be freed from the bondage of biological
pessimism ... Just as wapetas ald
begins in our minds. The same species who invented war is
capable of inventing peace. The responsibility lies with each of us.

Unesco: Seville statement on violence, 1989

Animal Rights
Martin Henig

For the Christian, all four Gospels provide a constant challenge, which is
nothing less than imitatio Christi. Whether we choose to view Our Lord
as the Eternal Wisdom of God who created the Cosmos or focus on Him
as a man, born within a particular historical context (and I am sure we
should do both), He challenges us to forsake the comfort of the majority-
view and to follow Him in siding with the powerless. Many people who
have called themselves Christians have, at least, paid lip-service to this
ideal, though curiously they have normally thought entirely in
anthropocentric terms. Even then, despite the Beatitudes, history tells us
that standing by those outside the circle of power has always been
limited, and full rights all too often have been denied to women and
children. It is not surprising then that animals have lost out even more.

From the moment I became a Christian, I realised that meant trying to
live up to a commitment to speak out against what I peceived to be
wrong, just as Jesus did and regardless of pressures from the State, the
University or anyone else. It has involved for me a spiritual journey,
exploring what practitioners of other faiths believe and learning from
them (and when it comes to feeling an affinity with nature some of them
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may have done rather better). Nevertheless, the Judeo-Christian heritage
has a great deal to offer. I see the oft quoted (and much misunderstood)
passage in Genesis 1:26 as referring to the prelapsarian state when
, domi ni oAY a ngéntpe ktdwadship over his fellow creatures.
Death comesi n wi th the Fall and all
covenant (Genesis 9:8) is with all living creatures, though in a world of
exploitative pressures it is only partial. The Isaiac vision of the
restoration of the Golden Age, one of my favourite passages in the
whole of scripture, sees man and the animals again living together:

They shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9)

Mankind has never had the right to exploit the animal creation or the
environment, made by God for the benefit of all.

,» Ani mal Rights*" have acquired
few years thanks to acts of terrorism by a few extremists, but there
should be nothing shameful in demonstrating against injustice, even with
noisy demonstrations as does SPEAK The Voice for the Animals
(www.speakcampaigns.org) without which we would not know about a
great many painful and brutal experiments going on in our laboratories.
And we should remember that Jesus overturned the tables of the
moneychangers in the Temple rather than sending in a letter of
complaint to the Chief Scribe! If I am not a member it is simply because
I can do more good by countering black propaganda by fostering
academic argument.

Thus I have become associated with two other organisations, founded in
Oxford over the past year, which strive to give animals a voice through
argument. The Rev. Professor Andrew Linzey of Blackfriars has just set
up a new international body, the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics
(http://www.oxfordanimalethics.com) which seeks to enhance the ethical
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status of animals through
research, teaching and
publication. I am an
advisor to this, but much
more actively involved as
one of the founder
members of the Voice for
Pioneering ethical perspectives on animals through Ethical Research at
.-'l'.'.a.l.‘ll'.'l'l'li.l.' rl:‘ﬁ.l.'!‘.ﬁl'l."h, rea.c'hing. EI'II,'l I'H.'Ihh{'iiﬁl'll'l Oxford (VERO)
(www.vero.org.uk).
VERO was set up specifically to oppose the construction of a new
animal research laboratory in Oxford, by Sharon Howe, a brave and
forthright gr adwhatbreup Herrdegme iniotestHt
what she (and others such as myself) believes is not an ethical line of
research for Oxford University to pursue.
Although VERO is in the first instance only
concerned with banning vivisection, a VE RO
laudable aim with a distinguished pedigree in
Oxford, all of us in the organisation are, | VOICE FOR ETHICAL
think, just as exercised by factory farming RESEARCH AT OXFORD
and the carnivorous lifestyle (most of us are
vegetarians or vegans), as well as by hunting and shooting or, indeed, by
any cruel or exploitative activity. We are united in believing that ends do
not justify means and that there can be no ethical excuse for harming
another creature even if , in the case of the Animal Lab, one is aiming to
secure a notional good (which is often a delusion, as human-based
research and computer modelling have not been funded to anything like
the same extent and the Dr Hadwen Trust (www.endeuanimaltests.org)
provides good reason to think they would yield much more satisfactory,
and entirely ethical, results).

Tée Ferrates Mosa
Oxtord Centre

o

Anmimal Ethics

Because some of the formative Christian thinkers such as Augustine and
Aquinas have denied that animals possess souls there has been less stress
on cruelty to animals than on other forms of exploitation, despite the
campaigning of some very eloquent Christian thinkers of the past
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amongst them C.S. Lewis and very thoughtful and compassionate
attitudes expressed by a number of present day Christians, not only
Andrew Linzey, but Keith Ward, Richard Harries and Ann Widecombe
amongst others. Nevertheless, I do observe a lack of priority when it
comes to Animal Rights issues, as are apparent from our weekly and
daily intercessions (which lay too much stress the human environment).
Correspondence in the religious press, for instance the Church Times,
shows considerable passion on both sides of the debates about gay
issues, which I regard as important, though less so than the way we treat
our fellow creatures; certainly I had considerably more response when I
wrote about the former than the latter.

I suspect it is because our Festivals are celebrated with meat-feasts (the
Christmas turkey; the Easter lamb). As the meat produced is often
., Factory Farmed® our I@candiresutrectiann c
of Christ take place at the expense of Creation downgraded to the level
of mere commodity. The recent exposé of how a turkey farm in Suffolk
operates and the chilling mechanics of an industry based on mass
slaughter should leave all of us who call ourselves Christians deeply
uneasy. Not one of us has the excuse of not knowing what goes on. Dare
I suggest, if you are normally a carnivore, at least follow custom and
desist from eating meat during Lent, and spend the season of penitence
and reflection thinking about and praying for all our suffering and
persecuted fellow creatures, animals as well as humans. That will at least
save some animals. And I would urge everyone to join an animal rights
organisation of some sort.

Loving animals is not a substitute for loving our fellow women and men.
Cruelty to and abuse of, animals is known to be a long step towards
callous disregard of human life. Those who torture animals find it much
easier to torture members of their own species. By contrast, [ have found
amongst my Animal Rights friends some of the gentlest and most
concerned people I have ever met. Whether or not they are formally
Christians, they would certainly be recognised by Christ as amongst
those who are truly doing his will.
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Prayer for the Homeless
Have mercy, O Lord our God, on those whom war or oppression or
famine has robbed of homes and friends, and prosper all who seek to
help them. We commend also to thy care those whose homes are broken

by conflict and lack of love; grant that where the love of man has failed,
the divine compassion may heal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Address to the Homeless at St Giles on Jan, 28" 2007
David Longrigg

O Lord, uphold me, that I may uplift thee; and may the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of our hearts, be acceptable in thy sight, O
Lord, our strength and our redeemer.

It seems very appropriate that a service for the homeless should take

pl ace in St Gil es™” Church. Gi
living in southern France in the eighth century, and looking after sick
animals, wounded soldiers and members of society who had fallen on

hard times. The 162 St Giles Churches in Britain are situated outside

the ancient walls of cities in order to cater for the spiritual and medical
welfare of those who were sick, so that the diseased could not enter the

city itself. And that is true of this church—i t 1 s out si de
city walls, and there are two public footpaths to the north and south of

the church.

But homelessness is not just about having no roofover one"“ s he:é
property i n one-" s name. -upt C
redundancy, harassment or abuse of drinks or drugs. Most important, it

is also about loneliness, not being able to keep up with the society one

was born into, not being able to hold down a job for any reasonable
length of time, not having a close relationship with colleagues, not being

on the right side of the law, being rejected, not wanted, missing out on

social benefits, unemployed and possibly not in good health. But I

think it is important for all of us, not just the so-called homeless, to
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understand that many of us at some stage of our lives have been lonely,
isolated, frustrated, unemployed and forgotten. Think of the immigrants,
those always on the move, those in the fighting forces, as well as those,
in prison or hospitals, whose future is bleak and uncertain.

I worked for well over a year as an We are society, society
assistant nurse in Littlemore needs humanity - it is our
Hospital in the sixties where there duty to look after each
were then hundreds of patients. other.

And there I was very conscious

that these hospitals were, are, not as has so often been portrayed in
historical novels and fiction places where patients scream and jabber.

In fact it was quite the opposite. I was acutely aware of the absolute
silence induced by tranquilisers — the silence of loneliness, the silence of

being unwanted |, t he si | erW ereall in thig tbgéther —1 0 s
the homeless, the employed, the unemployed, the mobile, the disabled,

the sick and the healthy. We are society, society needs humanity — it is

our duty to look after each other.

We have lit a candle — and that candle is a light to the suffering of this
world and to the hope of the future. Our Saviour Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, came to us and was crucified for our sins. He was, and still is,
the light of the world. But do not forget that he too was homeless; he
was born in a manger because there was no room in the inn. He was a
refugee to Egypt when the lives of male babies in Israel were threatened.
Saint Paul, the great Christian missionary in the first century, was
always on the move, preaching and teaching the Christian message of
the Gospels. And there is the story of Ruth we heard in the OT reading
who chose to stay with, and look after, her widowed mother-in-law in a
foreign country when she could have returned home. They were
emigrants and immigrants searching for food. It is true she became the
grandmother of King David. But the story of Ruth and her mother-in-
law is about vulnerable people in society. That is why we are in this
church — remembering the past, living in the present and looking to the
future, seeing God through His Son Jesus Christ.

13



This is what the Kingdom of God is — the Kingdom of Christ, our
Messiah. This Kingdom is not yet perfect, it is not yet complete, it is
unfinished. Human beings, with the free will that God has given us,
have made a bit of a mess of things. On the other hand, all aspects of
life are not total disasters. Alongside the bloodshed and conflicts we
see on TV, and read about in the press, there is progress, there are
sustainable improvements; and most importantly worldwide knowledge
of the problems facing mankind, the world and its climate. We are all
in this together, the good and the bad, the lonely and the convivial, the
sick and the healthy, those in prison together with those who are free, the
hungry and the well-fed. That is another reason why we have lit a
candle — to the Kingdom, to us, to you. We live in the hope that we can
improve the material and spiritual welfare of ourselves, that we can
understand, tolerate, and live with, those of different views, of different
faiths and of different cultures. Thank you — the homeless and the non-
homeless — for helping each other. Thank you for coming to this
church. Thank you, O Christ, for your everlasting light; may there be
light in the future.

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

@4@4 ¢ @&@4 &

Lasting Treasure: Ethical Investment and the Christian

Investor
John Clements

Issues of personal wealth and business ethics have been at the heart of

the church"“s soci al rel ati onshi

time with poorer people than the wealthy Pharisees, and we learn that he
advised the rich young man that it was easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
God. Pagans commented on the appeal of the early church to slaves and
the poorer classes and there are many recorded instances of richer
Christians giving their money to the community. The rise of the church
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after Constantine introduced the need to come to terms with wealth at a
personal and institutional level, and we are still feeling the
reverberations of this today-how do we reconci l
love for all with participation in economic mechanisms that remain
based on greed, selfishness and the exploitation of the weak?

In the medieval period, one attempt to deal with the apparent disjunction

e

bet ween wealth and Jesuscdiersinerdec h i

to avoid the charge of usury.
led directly to the persecution of the Jewish people from jealousy and,
on the part of governments, to avoid repayment - hardly a Christian way
of behaving.

After the Reformation there appeared to be an accommodation between
Protestantism and business. Much has been written about how far
Protestant culture was responsible for the development of capitalism;
there is not space to go into that debate except to note that Britain and
Holland were at the forefront of trade development and were also
Protestant but my own view is that history is much more complex and
there is rarely a single cause for anything. Suffice it to say that the
Church of England learnt to live comfortably with a society that valued
wealth and accepted extreme diversity between the rich and the poor,
both at home and abroad, whilst also advocating some degree of
responsibility for those less fortunate. That, it seems, was one of the
costs of being an established church, so closely woven into the social
fabric of the time - much of the social conscience movement of the
Victorian period arose from non-conformism.

Now we are trying to practice the Christian life in a secular society
where we are in a minority but at the same time our concerns have
become global. Ethical investment - restricting the investment of funds
to organisations that behave in an ethical way - is one area in which
members of the church have been able to influence changes in practice,
and as we all have some stake in investments, even if indirectly through
pension funds or the parish®s

exercising responsibility.
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When the first UK ethical investment fund was set up, it was nicknamed

t he [Brfauznidi because only a ,nut”
demonstrated that an ethical stance does not inhibit returns and there are
nearly a hundred separate ethical funds in the UK, ten new ones having

been launched in the last year. The investment business is always
attentive to its market and has clearly seen the interest in ethical
investment as an opportunity for growth.

Sadly the Church of England itself was not quick to move in this
direction and many will remember the brave decision of our then bishop
to take the Church Commissioners to court to force their hand. Now
church funds are invested only in companies that can demonstrate a
commitment to socially and economically responsible behaviour.
Similarly, the Gates Ehaitableduadfiito n ,
move to an ethical basis of investment after being criticised for its policy
being out of step with its aims, whilst the Universities Superannuation
Scheme, the largest private pension fund in the UK, has also been forced
to commit to an ethical investment policy after pressure from students
and staff. This is an area where consumer pressure has worked.

Whilst many ethical criteria can be easily applied (does the company sell
arms, pornography, alcohol?), others are more difficult to assess (does it
treat its employees fairly; what are the environmental impacts of its
activities?). Whilst being pleased at the growth in ethical investing, we
cannot pretend that it is straight-forward. We need to ask just how
investment managers interpret ethical criteria; after all, investment
management companies themselves are not renowned for ethical
behaviour as the publicity about excessive bonuses and sexual
discrimination cases shows. Good fund managers will visit companies
and ask difficult questions; anyone considering investing in such a fund
should try and penetrate behind the glossy surface and discover just how
ethical considerations are applied to potential investments and what the
portfolio consists of - you might get some surprises! We all have our
own emphases and need to know that these are addressed, for example,
are pharmaceutical companies good as they are developing needed
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cures, or are they bad for inhibiting cheap treatment for third-world
AIDS sufferers? The global information network means that companies
are now much more risk-averse and find it more difficult to avoid
adverse publicity and the concerned investor can be much more
discriminating.

So can we put our money in an
ethical investment fund and sleep
comfortably? I would argue that
this can only be an intermediate
stage. Making a system based on
wealth creation for a few more
palatable will not answer the
underlying imperative.

Christ told the rich young man to give his wealth to the poor and follow
Him, so whilst the most ethically risk-averse way to keep money
remains under the mattress, our real task is perhaps to work for a society
in which money itself becomes valueless.

With Desmond Tutu in Nairobi
Paula Clifford

“Why do you think t hePyize?Baausel hanee t
an easy name: Tu-t u— a remark followed by a gale of high-pitched
laughter. I think I've read about Archbishop Desmond Tutu saying that
before, but even so it was great to hear it at first hand.

The Archbishop Emeritus was in brilliant form, in a speech marking the
close of the World Forum on Theology and Liberation in Nairobi, a
four-day event in mid-January that I was privileged to attend before
going on to the massive World Social Forum, also in Nairobi.
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Archbishop Tutu warned us that he was an old man and likely to repeat
himself, but the 400 delegates from around the world, the majority of
them Catholics from Africa and Latin America, hung on his every word.
By the end passers-by were handing their mobiles through the window
bars for us to take photos for them.

The more serious part of Desmond Tutu's talk had to do with the present
situation in South Africa. He confessed that the struggle against
apartheid had been exhilarating and that then it was easy to discern what

was meant by being Christian: you were either for or against. No
country, he said, had ever been prayed for so much, and there had never
been any doubt as to the outcome
give them the Bible: it leads to a hell of a lot of troub | e . ”

Today in South Africa things are very different and many people feel the
churches have | ost their way.- |11t
mode for so long that it was difficult to change to the fo-rmo de . ” Bu
didn't say s olsenmi—hé made mé retire gt just theG o d
right time!”

Hi s address ended with an upbea
stand-i n " he tol d us. And he <cont
seriously we"d genufl ect bef or e
car rier .” I n the |light of t hi , r

pain —it is blasphemy.

So the Archbishop called on us all to work with God to change the
world, to make it a gentler, more caring place. He drew on the parable of
the lost sheep:

ofe sheep most | ikely to stray i
the lecherous old ram. The Good Shepherd goes after the
smelly one. That is grace. o
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Mothering Sunday, 18" February
6é and a sword shall pierce your
Clare Weiner

So Simeon tells Mary in the reading for Candlemas, the celebration of
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, the festival which closes the
Christmas season.

Would he have restrained himself today, allowed only the celebration of
the birth of a first son, and no reference to what might lie ahead? One
wonder s

Cel ebratory events come and go:
Hal | o wa telebmation of all that is dark, scary and evil - and

Val entine"s Day, pi nk hear tosvertand
Mothering Sunday — the middle Sunday in the fast of Lent, when the
Catholic |iturgy begirnat wi Mbt b ée
Mot her*s Day dates back to 1870,
campaign to est aabcleds. T hgMoi deras wh
by Anna Jarvis, a young Appalachian homemaker who, starting in 1858,

had attempted to improve sanitation through what she called Mothers'

Work Days. She organized women throughout the Civil War to work for

better sanitary conditions for both sides, and in 1868 she began work to
reconcile Union and Confederate
the crusade to found a me mor i al day for WO I
celebrated in Grafton, West Virginia, on May 10, 1908¢ 6 (Wikipadia)

Mot hering Sunday®s origins don*"t
mothers in general. Mothering Sunday celebrated Mother Church: as
Christianity grew and spread, the central church of each area was the
“mot her ” s i pharéhes Week astabdishetl ey thdse who had
founded the first church. The
Cathedrals of the Dioceses. And on mid-Lent Sunday, when Fasting was
suspended for one day, the clergy and congregants travelled to their
central Mother church for a celebration.
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It was later, in the 17" century, when this tradition was transferred to the

day off young workers were given to return to their homes and visit their
families on mid-Lent Sunday. The practice has since then died out, been
revived, and, presentl vy, become
Day—anditsaddons, f ather s, grandparen

Why did mid-Lent Sunday become Mothering Sunday, if it was not a

day for Mother Church, but for a family visit? We all have a mother,

and whatever she is or was like, when we were very small, for most
people our life depended on our mother. The relationship is intense: it
can be jJoyous, fun, di fficult,
certainly a relationship in which we (usually) are encourage to grow, and

to separate, and that can hurt both sides. Seen from the vantage point of
mature adulthood, it can look very different from how it looked when we

were small.  Sadly, some of us could quote Philip Larkin here: but I
would think the apprentices, housemaids, and other young workers —
maybe as young as 12 or 14 — must have looked forward to Mothering

S u n d ay Letare Sunday people went to Church where they were
baptized (their mother church); and visited their own mothers, as well,

often bringing gifts of flowers and simnel cakes (so-called because they
were made with fine white flour,
& Family, a Cat h oWhenceachwdaynsefitied with w e |
hard work, satisfying a tough master or a harridan housekeeper, Mother
must “ve been the person they | oo
their childhood lives. And Mother was brought a present, even though it

was also time to be re-united with father, sisters and brothers. Girls
would have secrets to confide to mother, and questions to ask her. There
might also be the worry of whether Mother was well, and whether she

had survived the birth of another baby.

Mot hering (t he pract i che)he ithteassyn " t
remains, the good and the bad times, the sword which Simeon spoke of.
Inclusivity may nudge us towards smoothing out Mothering Sunday, and
saying, Why can®t we s i mplleny, ths el e
avoiding any difficulties around those who are not mothers, and their

pain? Why are mothers special anyway?
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Mot hers are and are not speci al
Mary, mothers take on a lifetime of pain as well as joy. Mary indeed

had to go through several rejections by her Son: Who is my mother and

my brothers and my sisters? Or at the Wedding in Cana: J e S US 0 mc
told him, AThey have no more win
Jesus replied. A My t i mend finallg, ther Ot
shame of the Crucifixion, the pain and humiliation which she was unable

to aleviate, and the time when, I suspect, she was most angry with Jesus

for taking on this task in which he so firmly believed. If only he had
settled for being a carpenter! If and when we feel emotional pain — as
children present their mothers with flowers, as we recall maybe with
intense sadness the loss of our mother, the controlling nature of our
mother, or the reason we are not a mother, the answer Christ gives is
twofold: his love and understanding of our deepest needs, and his desire

for our personal spiritual growth.

Mothers or not, we encounter swords to pierce our hearts. Christians

believe there isn*t any <cultur al
we don"t. 5)Raysufl We( Rroemjaonisc e i n t he
God°'Not only so, but éwe know that

4perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not
disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by
the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. And Christ says, 6 Co me unt
all you who have heavy burdens ¢é
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Oxford Deanery Pastoral Plan 2007 1 a First Draft
John Clements

At its recent meeting, the Oxford Deanery had first sight and discussion
of a draft pastoral plan. This is now to be discussed by each PCC for
feedback to be presented to a future meeting. The plan had been written
by the Dean after visiting each parish over the last year, a process that
followed the meeting previously reported in these pages when each
parish gave a brief presentation about itself to the deanery.

Amongst the points made in introducing the plan, the Dean drew
attention to the fact that in broad terms Oxford and Cowley deaneries
present contrasting states. Oxford deanery had a population in the 2001
census of 60,000, whilst the population of Cowley was 92,000. Parishes
in the Oxford deanery have a combined electoral roll of 2,846 (4.7%),
whilst those in Cowley total 1,719 (1.9%). Unsurprisingly, the parish
share raised by Oxford is 50% greater than that of Cowley, and covers
125% of its clergy cost, whilst Cowley covers 80% of its clergy cost.
The question was asked whether it might be appropriate to consider
merging the two deaneries (possibly with some boundary changes to
reflect a closer alignment with
mission in Oxford be strengthened by such a step?

The Dean explained that it had been suggested on standard formulae that
the 14 clergy in the deanery might be reduced to 12, in which case the
deanery would be covering 144% of its clergy costs through the parish
share, which seemed an unreasonable ratio. This deanery has some
unique features which make calculations based on population irrelevant.
There is the university, most of whose students do not appear in the
census; there is a core of historic parishes in and around the city centre
that extend their mission in diverse ways to non-residential worshippers,
to visitors, city-centre workers and those who prefer to travel outside
their own parish. Existing and proposed residential developments have
changed and will change the demographics of the city, and the church
needs to be responsive to these shifts in deploying its limited resources.
Also the plan needed to recognise the mix of church traditions
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maintained in Oxford and that the deanery produces a very high number
of candidates for ministry. This richness should be supported by an
adequate clergy complement.

The draft plan examined each area and the parishes within those areas
and made suggestions as to how clergy should be distributed. Some
modest boundary changes were proposed; Wytham to be moved from
North Hinksey to Wolvercot e;
line, taking Osney from St Thomas but itself being joined with North
Hinksey under one priest. Parochially, the most interesting suggestion is
that the 0.5 post held in our
work in the new housing areas along the canal, possibly in co-operation
with St Andrnewdmrs .t hDisscpucisnto at
useful feedback for the further development of the plan.

In summary, the plan sees 13 clergy distributed slightly differently from
at present, and asks the question - where should the fourteenth be? - and
closes by urging co-operation between parishes in pursuing our common
objectives. Whilst none of the questions are simple, it is at least
heartening that no-one is suggesting closing any churches, and all the
signs are of vigorous, active churches in our city.
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COOKERY BOOK

It is proposed to publish a St Giles Cookery Book in time for Christmas
with recipes from members of the congregation, their families and

friends. It is intended to edit these into the following categories for

which we would like submissi  ons:

- Starters
- Main courses
- Pasta

- Vegetarian, vegetables & salads
- Teatime

- Entertaining

- Large numbers

- School lunch boxes

- Miscellaneous

NN LN

i

David Johnson has agreed to collate and edit these . So please send
your favourite familial recipes to him eit her by post to Seaview Cottage,
115 Hurst Street, 0X4 1HE (envelope label led "Recipes" in the top left
hand corner) or by e -mail: friohnson@hotmail.co.uk , or alternatively
leave your contribution at the back of church.

Recipes can be in either metric or imperial measures and should state

what known quantity they feed, or, in the case of individual items, e.g.
biscuits, how many they make. Times for baking should be based on a
conventional, i.e. not fan  -assisted oven.

So far every jar of St. Giles' chutney made has
JAM JARS been sold. The profit margin is increased if jars
(with lids) are donated rather than commercially
purchased.

Please leave any spare jars you have at the back
of church.  They will all be used.

A limited amount of Tomato Kasaundi  will
shortly be available. This is a mustard oil based
garlicky pickle from North India used as a curry
accompaniment or to spice  -up a variety of dishes
as a condiment. It keeps for well over a year.
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St Gi | e sWoodsthckiRoedhOxford

CHANGING THE CLIMATE

Here a listing of the last three lectures in this series:

22MF ebruary Climate change and biodiversity
Dr Mike Moorcroft, NERC Centre for Ecology
and Hydrology

1 March Climate change: the final straw for tribal peoples
Gilbert Oteyo, Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford

8™ March How to live a low-carbon life
Chris Goodall, Dynmark International

All the talks take place aﬂ

Do nations towards cost of Easter lilies at St Giles

Members of the congregation may wish
to give donations towards the cost of
Easter lilies in memory of relations and
friends. These will be very gratefully
received in order to
Church beautif ul for Easter. Please
give Claire the amount you wish to
donate, preferable in cash, before
Sunday 25 th March.

Claire Woods
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FINAL EXTRAVAGANZA
I N AI D OF ST GILESOG ROOF A

18™ March at 7:30 p.m.
Douglas Price Room at Keble College

ALL YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABGC
éeBUT WERE AFRAI D TO ASK
Robert Pouget of the Oxford Cheese Company will talk about cheeses
and cheese making followed at 8:15 by
AUCTION OF GIFTS AND PROMISES
Auctioneer will be Benjamin Lloyd of Mallams

Early booking advised as numbers are limited. Tickets are £10 per
person (to include wine, cheese and canapés) and are available from
Anne Dutton (secretary@st-giles-church.org) or Margaret Bullard
(margaretbullard@btinternet.com) 18 Northmoor Road, OX2 6UR.
Table reservations (seating 9) and advance bids are very welcome, bids
in person even more so, and of course any donations!

The entrance to the Douglas Price Room of Keble College will be from
Blackhall Road (which joins Museum Road with South Parks Road) and
which will be open from 7.15pm on Sunday 18 March.
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Auction Items
Name of donor indicated in brackets

1. Sirloin of beef from a rare breed (Matthew Alden)
2 £50 (at | east) worth of beaut
(Lady Jay)
3. Overnight in the Old Parsonage for two with breakfast and dinner
(Jeremy Mogford)

4. A case of wine: 3 Bordeaux from the Baron de Rothschild
collection 2002 + 3 Spanish Monte Maguillo 2005 + 3 Graves -
Domaine de Millet Vin de Pays de Gascogne 2004 + 3 Chateau
Constant 2005
5. A case of wine: 3 SpanishBor sao 2005 + 3 Aver
+ 3 Sauvignon Blanc + 3 Pays d-“(
6. A case of wine: 3 Chateau les Saints Amant, Bergerac 2004
+ 3 le petit Jaboulet + 3 Michel Torino, Argentine 2004 + 3
Mount Li ndsay Sauvignon Blanc 2002

7. Case of champagne (six bottles) (Genefur Clark)

8. Private tour of the Bodleian f
Librarian Emeritus (David Vaisey)

9. Two return flights to New York (Richard Branson)

10. Tour of All Souls College — Codrington Library, Hall and Chapel
(Rev. Professor Michael Screech)
11. Chauffeur driven car to Heathrow/Gatwick/London show

(John Clare Cars)
12. Dictionary of National Biography - 60 volumes (OUP)
13. Shampoo and set/blow dry (Revelation, Woodstock Rd)
14. Ring of Bells for special occasion (St Giles Bellringers)
15. Sallies from old bell ropes (St Giles Bellringers)
16. £30 Voucher for meat or game (Feller, Son & Daughter)
17. Chocolate Cake for 10 (John Clements)
18. A week"s rent of a cottage s

Cahors and Figeac. —includes school holidays  (Margaret Ellis)
19. A simple will, a bottle of champagne and an umbrella

(Marshall & Galpin)
20. A cut glass decanter from Aspreys (Ann Edwardes)
21. A day out with the Lord Lieutenant (Hugo Brunner)
22. A Year"s subscription to Look
(Laurence Heyworth)
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23

24

25.
26.
27.

28.
29.

30.

31

32.
33.

34.

35

36.

37

. Two first class return rail tickets to anywhere served by First

Great Western

. A 5-day footloose walking holiday Etruscan Lanes to Orvieto

including B & B accommodation in an elegantly restored 16"

century palazzo, luggage moves and route manager backup
(Alternative Travel)

A day for two people at the Randolph Hotel Spa

A voucher for £25 of fish (Haymans Fisheries)

2 Tickets for a debate at the Oxford Union next term including

drinks with the speakers.

A flower arrangement (Clare Woods)
Three hours professional gardening /advice

from Jesus College gardener (Margaret Bullard)

Three days rent of a cottage in Shropshire (David Longrigg)

. Guided visit for two to Bothy Vineyard, Frilford
(Richard Liwicki)
Two hours computer instruction/advice (Dr Andrew Dunn)
Tea for four on the terrace of the House of Commons
(Henry Bellingham MP)
Two watercolours by Margaret Norman RWA 1908-1976
(Catherine Barrington Ward)
. £100 voucher to spend at Boswells
10 guitar lessons - must own guitar ~ (David Scotter-Mainprize)
. Lunch fortwoatleManoi r aux Quat®" Sai
(RaymondBlanc)
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Good Friday
Come and Sing Rossini's 'Stabat Mater' in St Giles

This year's St Giles' Good  Friday (April 6th) event will be a 'Come and
Sing Rossini  'Stabat Mater'. We are expecting that people will a) not
necessarily have their own copies, and b) not necessarily know the
work (which lasts about an hour), so we have called this a ‘Come and
Sing' . Copies will be available for hire at a refundable fee of £5, and
chorus will sing the following movements:

1. Stabat Mater (+ solo quartet)

5. Eia, Mater (+ bass solo)

6. Sancta Mater

8. Inflammatus et accensus (+ 1st soprano)
9. Quando corpus

10. In sempiterna saecula

Peter Smith will lead the event, which starts at 3.30 pm, with a break
for tea and hot cross buns at 6.30 in the Parish Rooms, and the
performance at 7.30 pm. Our soloists will include Carol Goodall and
David Clover.

More details can be fo und on the RSCM Oxford webpage, at

the

http://www.rscm _ -oxford.org.uk/Rossini.htm , which also includes links

to downloadable files where you can listen to the movements and pr int
off the music, as well as links to sites where you can buy the score if
you wish, or find out more about the Stabat Mater poem.
We do hope that you will want to come to this - these events attract
large numbers of people, who all seem to have a very good time!
Cynthia Hall
Tiny Tots 2.30 - 4.00 pm every ( ]
Thursday at St Margaret's
Church, followed by Toddlers’ V\(j
Service on the first Thursaay of g@ . ™S
each month. @ o
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Dates for your Diary ...

Thursday, 1% Mar

12.30 pm

2.30 pm

Sunday, 4™
10.30 am

Thursday, g™
12.30 pm

2.30-4.00 pm
8.00 pm

Wednesday, 14™
8.00 pm

Thursday, 15"
12.30 pm

2.30-4.00 pm

Sunday, 18"

7.30 pm
8.30 pm

30

March 2007

St David, Bishop, Patron of Wales, c. 601

Lunchtime Talka t S t- Pdstpohedts O

15" March, see below

Tiny Tots, followed by
at St Margaretos

The Second Sunday of Lent

Baptismat St MaBvagAapieleyt 0 S
Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln, 1910
Lunchtime Talkat St Gil es 6

How to live a low-carbon life
Speaker: Chris Goodall

Tiny Totsat St
PCC Meetingat St

Mar garetos
Mar gar et s

PCC Meetingat St Gi |l eso

St David, Bishop, Patron of Wales, c. 601

Lunchtime Talkat St Gil es 6
Climate change: the final straw for tribal peoples
Speaker: Gilbert Oteyo

Tiny Totsat St Mar garetos

The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Mothering Sunday)

St Giles®" Roof Appeal Cl
Auction of Promises at Keble College



Thursday, 22"
2.30-4.00 pm

Sunday, 25™

10.30 am

Monday, 26™
8.00 pm

Thursday, 29th
2.30-4.00 pm

Sunday, 1* Apr
9.50 am
10.30 am

Monday, 2"
8.00 pm

Tuesday, 3"
8.00 pm

Wednesday, 4™
8.00 pm

Thursday, 5™
10.00 am
12.30 pm
8.00 pm

11.45 pm

Tiny Totsat St Mar garetos

The Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide begins)
(British Summer Time begins)

Mattins & Holy Communionat St Gi | es
followed by APCM

The Annunciation of Our Lord to the BVM
Sung Eucharistat St Mar garet os

Tiny Totsat St Margaretos

PALM SUNDAY
Blessingof Palmsat St Gi | es 0

Sung Eucharist and Dramatic reading of the
Passion Gospelat St Mar gar et o0s

Eucharistand Addressat St Mar gar et

Eucharist and Addressat St Mar gar et
Pro Musica will be singing at this service.

Eucharistand Addressat St Mar gar et

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Holy Communionat St Mar gar et 0s
Fucharist a t St Gil esd

Sung Eucharistat St Mar gar et 6s
Followed by Silent Vigil

Night Prayerat St Mar gar et o6s
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Weekl y

Sunday
8:00am
8:00am
10:30am

10:30am
6:00pm
6:30pm

Monday
5:30pm

Tuesday
7:00am
5:30pm
7:15pm

Wednesday
7:00am
12:30pm
5:30pm

Thursday
7:00am
8:00am
10:00am
5:30pm
Friday
7:00am
1:15pm
5:30pm
Saturday

9:00am
5:30pm
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Services

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist

with Sunday School & Creche
Mattins & Holy Communion

Evening Prayer
Evensong

Evening Prayer

Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Eucharist

Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Evening Prayer

Morning Prayer
Iona Liturgy
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer

Morning Prayer
Taizé Service
Evening Prayer

Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer

at St

St Margaret
St Giles
St Margaret

St Giles
St Margaret
St Giles

St Giles

St Margaret
St Giles
St Margaret

St Margaret
St Giles
St Giles

St Margaret
St Giles
St Margaret
St Giles

St Margaret
St Giles
St Giles

St Giles
St Margaret
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