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Dear Friends, March 2007

There was a time when | used to bmyewspaper on a daily basis and
read it on the train on my way to work. | did this for several months and
then gave up; reading the news on such a regular basis was far to
depressing for me. The next solution | tried in order to keep up with
events in tk world was listening to the news on the radio which, over
time, was interleaved with watching the news on television. This has
provided a remarkably good source of information, but over the past few
years | have become less and less satisfied.

The reasn for this sense of dissatisfaction with the way the news is
portrayed is the peculiar emphasis put on events from around the world
Yes, it is good to hear from the local news that the body of the boy who
fell into the Thames a few weeks ago has now lreeovered. This
brings to an end a very disturbing incident in our local community. But
what | find so strange is the importance given on the international news
that Britney Spears has cut off all her hair! Why is this given such
prominence and yet we heso little about events which affect many
hundreds of thousands, e.g. the progressive flooding of the delta ir
Bangl adesh. |l sndét the | atter so

But then an item on the news yesterday about the plans the Busl
administraion has drawn up for military action in Iran made me realise
that | am living in a world which has lost contact with reason. Who
honestly believes that anything positive will be achieved by carrying out
such plans? Hasnoét t he mistration in at
particular, realised that war achieves nothing except destruction anc
mayhem? If even a mere mortal like me can see how unstable the
Mi ddl e East has become over the
makers who are meant to come frtme most powerful nation on earth,
and with a professed Christian heritage, get a glimpse of this truth?

Against this backdrop of observations, | sometimes wonder what it
means to live as a Christian in the modern world. Answering this
guestion is not madany easier by the way the affairs of the Church are
portrayed. From press coverage, it would seem that the Church is
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interested more in what happens

issues which might shape the future of mankind. So does our Qfristia
faith provide an escape route from reality, supplying us with a safe
environment in which we can concern ourselves with a set of minor
affairs of little real consequence or does it have some greater meaning?

For years | have recognised that the only wagn maintain a state of
balance as a parish priest is by saying my daily prayers, both in the
morning and evening. This is what keeps me both sane and able to se
life with a sense of perspective which is greater than that presented b
our press. The eson for this originates from a variety of causes
attached to the practice of saying daily prayers. First, in a day which is
crammed full of events and meetings, saying the daily office of Morning
and Evening Prayer provi detemalke t i
any decisions; you simply follow a preset form and let the message from
the daily office seep into you. So what does it feed you with? Insights
and ways of viewing life which have a far greater sense of perspective
than is possible either from ymelf and your society. It is a view of life
which has been chewed over through the centuries and much of th
dross has been dboiled offo. Th
absorbed, there is a time for reflecting prayerfully either on the day
ahead oon the events of the day that have happened.

In this practice of daily prayer, what | see happening is awayp
process of our daily life rubbing up against the Kingdom of God. Our
concerns are accepted into Godods
and allow us to receive insights, which can influence our thinking,
attitudes, desires and actions. For me, daily prayers enable me to fine
meaning and purpose in being a Christian in everyday life. My belief is
that prayer brings both hope and purpose te kind makes our
interaction with daily living have meaning.

Now, | might be wrong, but I think reading the Bible and saying our
prayers helps us engage with the real issues of life. Try it and see fo

yourself. With love, Andrew.



The overall theme of t hisissueis 6 Maki ng t he Chri sti @
i n today 6 sThissompllatiod of thought -provoking articles
provides appropriate reading for Lent .

Invited articles in this issue:

Who is my Neighbour? p. 6
By Brenda Boughton

Animal Rights p. 8
By Martin H enig

Address to the Homeless at St Giles on Jan, 28th p. 12
By David Longrigg

Lasting Treasure: Ethical Investment and the Christian p. 14
Investor

By John Clements

Other articles were not specifically written with this theme in mind, but
fitin very well:

With Desmond Tutu in Nairobi p. 17
By Paula Clifford

Mothering Sunday p. 19
6é and a sword shall pierce you

By Clare Weiner

Whoismy Neighbour?
Brenda Boughton

This is the question asked of Jesus by a lawyer standinchmeaxho

had seen a passey attacked by bandits, robbed and left half dead. A
priest came along, passed by and ignored the wounded man; and so did
Levite, passing by on the other side: but a Samaritan stopped at once t
attend to his injuries and getnhilifted on to his mount so that he could
be taken to an inrkeeper and properly cared for. Also he promised the
man at the inn that when he passed by on his return journey he woul
pay for any further expenses that may have been needed. So Jesus ask
theman who had accosted hi m, Owh |
proved himself a neighbour to th
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replied, 60The one who showed pit
and do the same yourselfd.

This story provides us with very clear instance of how all of us need
have no doubts about how we all should behave towards our fellow
human beings, particularly when they happen to be in need of our help.

In the church | usually attend on Sundays smiodrning the priest
presentsnear the beginning of the sel
as follows:

AOur Lord Jesus Christ said
Hear O lIsrael, the Lord our God is one Lord

and thoushalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart

and with all thy soul and with all thy mind

and wth all thy strength.

This is the first commandment.

And the second is like, namely this,

thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

There is mneother commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang

all the law and the prophets."

Thedemand that is made there could scarcely be more overwhelming: i
certainly convinced me years ago that none of the persons who made u
the human racé& whatever their colour or creed was justified in
attempting the defeat or death of any other humangseihowever
much they might seem to be enemies.

| hope you will all find this a suitable introduction to the leaflet enclosed
in this monthés magazine. Srormi |
Pope John Paul llheartening (1982), as well as the quotatfoom
Unesco: Seville statement on violeiit889)



Today the scale and horror of modern warfare, whether nuclear or

not, makes it totally unacceptable as a means of settling difference:

between nations. War should belong to the tragicipsstistory.

It should find no place on hume
Pope John Paul Il, 1982

We conclude that biology does not condemn humanity to war, and
that humanity can be freed from the bondage of biological
pessimism é. Just as wapexe dse g i
begins in our minds. The same species who invented war is
capable of inventing peace. The responsibility lies with each of us.
Unesco: Seville statement on violence, 1989

Animal Rights
Martin Henig

For the Christian, all four Gospelsopide a constant challenge, which is
nothing less thaimmitatio Christi. Whether we choose to view Our Lord
as the Eternal Wisdom of God who created the Cosmos or focus on Hin
as a man, born within a particular historical context (and | am sure we
should @ both), He challenges us to foreake comfort of the majority
view and to follow Him in siding with the powerless. Many people who
have called themselves Christians have, at least, pas#iyce to this
ideal, thaigh curiously they have normallyhought entirely in
anthropocentri¢erms. Even then, despite tBeatitudeshistory tells us

that standing bythose outside the circle of power has always been
limited, and full rights all too often have beelenied to women and
children. It is not surprisig then that animals have lost out even more.

From the moment | beoze a Christian, | realised thateanttrying to

live up to a commitment to speak out against what | peceived to be
wrong, just as Jesus did and regardlespre$sures fronthe State, the
University or anyone else. It has involved for me a spiritual journey,
exploring what practitioners of other faiths believe and learning from
them (and when it comes to feeling an affinity with nature some of them
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may have done rather better). Neverthgldse JudeeChristian heritage

has a great deal to offer. | see themqfoted (and much misunderstood)
passage inGenesisl:26 as referring to the prelapsarian state when
6domi ni oAd a ngéngel sieveasdship over his fellow creatures.
Deathcomes n wi t h the Fall and all c |
covenant Genesif:8) is with all living creatures, though in a world of
exploitative pressures it is only partial. The Isaiac vision of the
restoration of the Golden Age, one of my favouritesgages in the
whole of scripturesees man and the animals again living together:

They shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the s@aaiah 119)

Mankind has nevehad the right to exploit the animal creation or the
environment, made by God for the benefit of all.

60ANni mal Rightsd have acquired an
few years thanks to acts of terrorism by a few extremists, but there
should be nothmg shameful in demonstrating against injustice, even with
noisy demonstrations as do&PEAK The Voice for the Animals
(www.speakcampaigns.grgvithout which we would not know about a
great many painful and kial experiments going on in our laboratories.
And we should remember that Jesus overturned the tables of the
moneychangers in the Temple rather than sending in a letter of
complaint to the Chief Scribdf | am not a member it is simply because

| can do moe good by countering black propaganda by fostering
academic argument.

Thus | have become associated with two other organisations, founded i
Oxford over the past year, which strive to give animals a voice through
argument. The Rev. Professor Andrew leypof Blackfriarshas just set

up a new internationabody, the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics
(http://www.oxfordanimalethics.copwhich seeks to enhance téthical

9


http://www.speakcampaigns.org/
http://www.oxfordanimalethics.com/

status of animals tbugt
researchteaching an
publication. | am a
advisor to this, but mu
more actively involved ¢
one of the found:
membes of theVoice fo
Pioneering ethical perspectives on animals through Ethical Research
academic research, mﬁrhing. and puhhf‘;ﬂinn OXfOfd (VERQ
(www.vero.org.ul
VERO was set up ecifically to oppose the construction of a new
animal research laboratory in Oxford, by Sharon Howe, a brave and
forthright gr adwha tore upfher degreeSm protdst at d
what she (and others such as myself) befieasenot an ethical linef
research for Oxford University to pursue.
AlthoughVEROQis in the first instance only
concerned with banning vivisection, a VE RO
laudable aim with a distinguished pedigree
Oxford, all of us in the organisation are, | VOICE FOR ETHICAL
think, just as exercised by factdiarming RESEARCH AT OXFORD
andthe carnivorous lifestylémost d us are
vegetarians or veganss well as by hunting and shooting or, inddxsd,
any cruel or exploitative activity. We are united in believing that ends do
not justify means and that there can be no etlegause for harming
another creature even if , in the case of the Animal &ab,is aiming to
secure anotional good (which is often a delusion, as husbhased
research and computer modelling have not been funded to anything like
the same extent and tiil¥ Hadwen TrustWww.endeuanimaltests.org
providesgood reason to think they would yield much more satisfactory,
and entirely ethical, resu)ts

Tér Ferrates Mosa
Oxtord Centre

i

Anmimal Ethics

Because some of the formative Christian thinlsersh as Augustine and

Aquinas have denied that animals possess souls there has been less str
on cruelty to animals than on other forms of exploitation, despite the
campaigning of some very eloquent Christian thinkers of the past
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amongst them C.S. Lewiand very thoughtful and compassionate
attitudes expressed by a number of present @agstians not only
Andrew Linzey, but Keith Ward, Richard Harries and Ann Widecombe
amongst othexr. Nevertheless, | do observdaak of priority when it
comes to AnimaRights issues, as aapparent from our weekly and
daily intercessions (which lay too much stress the human environment)
Correspondence in the religious press, for instanceCthech Times
shows considerable passion on both sides of the debates about ¢
issues, which | regard as important, though less so than the way we tre:
our fellow creatures; certainly | had considerably more response when |
wrote about the former than the latter.

| suspect it is because our Festivals @iebrated withmeatfeasts (the
Christmasturkey; the Easter lamb). Adidé meat produced is often
O6Factory Farmedd® our Ilhandirestrreciom c
of Christtake place at the expenstCreationdowngraded to the level

of mere commodity. The receexpséof how a turkey farm in Suffolk
operates and the chilling mechanics of an industry based on mas
slaughter should leavall of uswho call ourselves Christians deeply
uneasy. Not one of us has the excuse of not knowing what goes on. Dar
| suggest, if pu are normally a carnivore, kast follow custom and
desist from eating meat during Lent, and spend the season of penitenc
and reflection thinking about and praying for all our suffering and
persecuted fellow creatures, animals as well as humanswilhatt least

save some animals. And | would urge everyone to join an animal rights
organisation of some sort.

Loving animals is not a substitute for loving our fellow women and men.
Cruelty to and abusef, animals is known to be a long step towards
calousdisregard of humahfe. Those who torture animals find it much
easier to torture members of their own species. By contrast, | have founc
amongst my Animal Rights friends some of the gentlest and most
concerned people | have ever met. Whether or Iney &re formally
Christians, they would certainly be recognised by Christ as amongst
those who are truly doing his will.
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Prayerfor the Homeless
Have mercy, O Lord our God, on those whom war or oppression or
famine has robbed of homes and friendas] prosper all who seek to
help them. We commend also to thy care those whose homes are brok

by conflict and lack of love; grant that where the love of man has failed,
the divine compassion may heal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Address to the Homeks at St Giles on Jan, 22007
David Longrigg

O Lord, uphold me, that | may uplift thee; and may the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of our hearts, be acceptable in thy sight, C
Lord, our strength and our redeemer.

It seems very appropriate thatservice for the homeless should take
pl ace in St Gilesdéd Church. Gi
living in southern France in the eighth century, and looking after sick
animals, wounded soldiers and members of society who had fallen or
hard tmes. The 162 St Giles Churches in Britain are situated outside
the ancient walls of cities in order to cater for the spiritual and medical
welfare of those who were sick, so that the diseased could not enter th
city itself. And that is true of this dnchi i t i's outside
city walls, and there are two public footpaths to the north and south of
the church.

But homelessness is not just about havingnoroafove ne 6 s h e :
property in oneds name. -upt C
redundancy, harassment or abuse of drinks or drugs. Most important, |
is also about loneliness, not being able to keep up with the society on
was born into, not being able to hold down a job for any reasonable
length of time, not having a close relaiship with colleagues, not being

on the right side of the law, being rejected, not wanted, missing out on
social benefits, unemployed and possibly not in good health. But |
think it is important for all of us, not just the -salled homeless, to
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understad that many of us at some stage of our lives have been lonely,
isolated, frustrated, unemployed and forgotten. Think of the immigrants,
those always on the move, those in the fighting forces, as well as those
in prison or hospitals, whose future is ieand uncertain.

| worked for well over a year as a We are society, society
assistant nurse in Littlemore needs humanity 9 itis our
Hospital in the sixties where there duty to look after each
were then hundreds of patients. other.

And there | was very conscious

that these hospitals were, are, not as has so often been portrayed
historical novels and fiction places where patients scream and jabber
In fact it was quite the opposite. | was acutely aware of the absolute
silence induced by trandisersi the silence of loneliness, the silence of
being unwante , t he si | enMeare allfin thislto@etharl o s
the homeless, the employed, the unemployed, the mobile, theedisabl
the sick and the healthiWe are society, society needs huntgiiiit is

our duty to look after each other.

We have lit a candlé and that candle is a light to the suffering of this
world and to the hope of the future. Our Saviour Jesus Christ, the Sol
of God, came to us and was crucified for our sins. He avabstill is,

the light of the world. But do not forget that he too was homeless; he
was born in a manger because there was no room in the inn. He was
refugee to Egypt when the lives of male babies in Israel were threatenec
Saint Paul, the greath@stian missionary in the first century, was
always on the move, preaching and teaching the Christian message
the Gospels. And there is the story of Ruth we heard in the OT readinc
who chose to stay with, and look after, her widowed meitidaiw in a
foreign country whenshe could have returned hom&hey were
emigrants and immigrants searching for food. It is true she bedeme t
grandmother of King DavidBut the story of Ruth and her mothkar

law is aboutvulnerable people in societi{fhat is whywe are in this
churchi remembering the past, living in the present and looking to the
future, seeing God through His Son Jesus Christ.
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This is what the Kingdom of God is the Kingdom of Christ, our
Messiah. This Kingdom is not yet perfect, it is get complete, it is
unfinished. Human beings, with the free will that God has given us,
have made a bit of a mess of things. On the other hand, all aspects ¢
life are not total disasters. Alongside the bloodshed and conflicts we
see on TV, and readbout in the press, there is progress, there are
sustainable improvements; and most importantly worldwide knowledge
of the problems facing mankind, the world and its climate. We are all
in this together, the good and the bad, the lonely and the convheal
sick and the healthy, those in prison together with those who are free, thi
hungry and the welled. That is another reason why we have lit a
candlei to the Kingdom, to us, to you. We live in the hope that we can
improve the material and spirél welfare of ourselves, that we can
understand, tolerate, and live with, those of different views, of different
faiths and of different cultures. Thank ybthe homeless and the ron
homelessi for helping each other. Thank you for coming to this
church. Thank youQ Christ, for your everlastintight; may there be
light in the future.

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Sphten.

@4@4 ¢ @&@4 C

Lasting Treasure: Ethical Investment and the Christian

Investor
John Clements

Issues of personalealth and business ethics have been at the heart of
the churchoés soci al relationship
time with poorer people than the wealthy Pharisees, and we learn that h
advised the rich young man that it was easier faaraet to go through

the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom o
God. Pagans commented on the appeal of the early church to slaves ar
the poorer classes and there are many recorded instances of riche
Christians giving their maey to the community. The rise of the church
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after Constantine introduced the need to come to terms with wealth at :
personal and institutional level, and we are still feeling the
reverberations of thistodayn ow do we reconcil e
love for all with participation in economic mechanisms that remain
based on greed, selfishness and the exploitation of the weak?

In the medieval period, one attempt to deal with the apparent disjunctior
bet ween wealth and Jesus derstineoederh i
to avoid the charge of wusury. Th
led directly to the persecution of the Jewish people from jealousy and,
on the part of governments, to avoid repaymedrdrdly a Christian way

of behaving.

After the Reformation there appeared to be an accommodation betweer
Protestantism and business. Much has been written about how fa
Protestant culture was responsible for the development of capitalism
there is not space to go into that debate except to note titanhBmnd
Holland were at the forefront of trade development and were also
Protestant but my own view is that history is much more complex and
there is rarely a single cause for anything. Suffice it to say that the
Church of England learnt to live comfdotg with a society that valued
wealth and accepted extreme diversity between the rich and the pool
both at home and abroad, whilst also advocating some degree o
responsibility for those less fortunate. That, it seems, was one of the
costs of being an eddtlished church, so closely woven into the social
fabric of the time- much of the social conscience movement of the
Victorian period arose from neronformism.

Now we are trying to practice the Christian life in a secular society
where we are in a mindyi but at the same time our concerns have
become global. Ethical investmentestricting the investment of funds

to organisations that behave in an ethical way one area in which
members of the church have been able to influence changes in practict
and as we all have some stake in investments, even if indirectly througf
pension funds or the parishoés ow
exercising responsibility.
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When the first UK ethical investment fund was set up, it was nicknamed
t he ®&Brfauznidi because only a &édnut 6
demonstrated that an ethical stance does not inhibit returns and there a
nearly a hundred separate ethical funds in the UK, ten new ones havin
been launched in the last year. The investment bssins always
attentive to its market and has clearly seen the interest in ethical
investment as an opportunity for growth.

Sadly the Church of England itself was not quick to move in this
direction and many will remember the brave decision of our tigop

to take the Church Commissioners to court to force their hand. Now
church funds are invested only in companies that can demonstrate .
commitment to socially and economically responsible behaviour.
Similarly, the Gates FEhariiablefand,isdon ,
move to an ethical basis of investment after being criticised for its policy
being out of step with its aims, whilst the Universities Superannuation
Scheme, the largest private pension fund in the UK, has also been force
to committo an ethical investment policy after pressure from students
and staff. This is an area where consumer pressure has worked.

Whilst many ethical criteria can be easily applied (does the company sel
arms, pornography, alcohol?), others are more difficutssess (does it
treat its employees fairly; what are the environmental impacts of its
activities?). Whilst being pleased at the growth in ethical investing, we
cannot pretend that it is straigiorward. We need to ask just how
investment managers integb ethical criteria; after all, investment
management companies themselves are not renowned for ethice
behaviour as the publicity about excessive bonuses and sexua
discrimination cases shows. Good fund managers will visit companies
and ask difficult qustions; anyone considering investing in such a fund
should try and penetrate behind the glossy surface and discover just ho
ethical considerations are applied to potential investments and what the
portfolio consists of you might get some surprises! Wk laave our

own emphases and need to know that these are addressed, for examp
are pharmaceutical companies good as they are developing neede
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cures, or are they bad for inhibiting cheap treatment for -thodd
AIDS sufferers? The global informationta@rk means that companies
are now much more risaverse and find it more difficult to avoid
adverse publicity and the concerned investor can be much more
discriminating.

So can we put our money in an
ethical investment fund and sleef
comfortably? | wouldargue that
this can only be an intermediate
stage. Making a system based or
wealth creation for a few more
palatable will not answer the
underlying imperative.

Christ told the rich young man to give his wealth to the poor and follow
Him, so whilst themost ethically riskaverse way to keep money
remains under the mattress, our real task is perhaps to work for a societ
in which money itself becomes valueless.

With Desmond Tutu in Nairobi
Paula Clifford

AWhy do you think t hePyizeyBaoawse Ihave t
an easy name: Fu uioa remark followed by a gale of higlitched
laughter. | think I've read about Archbishop Desmond Tutu saying that
before, but even so it was great to hear it at first hand.

The Archbishop Emeritus was in brdht form, in a speech marking the
close of the World Forum on Theology and Liberation in Nairobi, a
four-day event in midlanuary that | was privileged to attend before
going on to the massive World Social Forum, also in Nairobi.
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Archbishop Tutu warned ubat he was an old man and likely to repeat
himself, but the 400 delegates from around the world, the majority of
them Catholics from Africa and Latin America, hung on his every word.
By the end passeifsy were handing their mobiles through the window
bars for us to take photos for them.

The more serious part of Desmond Tutu's talk had to do with the presen
situation in South Africa. He confessed that the struggle against
apartheid had been exhilarating and that then it was easy to discern wh:
was meantby being Christian: you were either for or against. No
country, he said, had ever been prayed for so much, and there had nev
been any doubt as to the outcome
give them the Bible: it leads to a hell of a lot of tou e . ©

Today in South Africa things are very different and many people feel the
churches have | ost their way.- 11t
mode for so long that it was difficult to change tothefoo d e . 6 B u
didn't say s olsemanf hte made rmeaatirg at just (he d
right time! o

His address ended with an upbea

standi n 0, he tol d us. And he <cont
seriously wedd genufl ect bef or e
carier.o0 In the |light of this, r

paini it is blasphemy.

So the Archbishop called on us all to work with God to change the
world, to make it a gentler, more caring place. He drevhe parable of
the lost sheep:

ofe sheep most | ikely to stray i
the lecherous old ram. The Good Shepherd goes after the
smelly one. That is grace. o
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Mothering Sunday 18" February
6é and a sword shall pierce your
Clare Weiner

So Simeon ts Mary in the reading for Candlemas, the celebration of
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, the festival which closes the
Christmas season.

Would he have restrained himself today, allowed only the celebration of
the birth of a first son, and nofeeence to what might lie ahead? One
wonder s ¢é

Cel ebratory events come and go:
Hal | o W e @aebration of all that is dark, scary and evind
Val entinebés Day, pi nk hear tosvera nd
Mothering Sunday the middle Sunday in the fast of Lent, when the
Catholic |iturgy beginsasat wi Mbt b &k
Mot her 6s Day dates back to 1870,
campaign to est aabcleiddg. T hé Mot Meras wh
by Anna Jarvis a youngAppalachianhomemaker who, starting in 1858,
had attempted to improve sanitation thrbugthat she called Mothers'
Work Days. She organized women throughout the Civil War to work for
better sanitary conditions for both sides, and in 1868 she began work tc
reconcile Union and Confederate
the crusade to found me mor i al day for WO r
celebrated inGrafton, West VirginiaonMay 1Q 1908 6 (Wikipadia)

Mot hering Sunday6s origins donot
mothers in general. Mothering Sunday celebrated Mother Church: as
Christianity grew and spread, the central church of each area was th
Aimot her 0 s i ohurehesinmgra estalblishedrby those who had
founded the first church. The
Cathedrals of the Dioceses. And on rheht Sunday, when Fasting was
suspended for one day, the clergy and congregsanelledto their
centralMother church for a celebration.
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It was later, in the 7century, when this tradition was transferred to the
day off young workers were given to return to their homes and visit their
families on midLent Sunday. The practice has since then diedbeet)
revived, and, presentl vy, become
Dayi anditsadebns, f at her dés, grandparen

Why did midLent Sunday become Mothering Sunday, if it was not a
day for Mother Church, but for a family vii We all have a mother,
and whatever she is or was like, when we were very small, for most
people our life depended on our mother. The relationship is intense: i
can be jJoyous, fun, di fficult,
certainly a relabnship in which we (usually) are encourage to grow, and
to separate, and that can hurt both sides. Seen from the vantage point
mature adulthood, it can look very different from how it looked when we
were small. Sadly, some of us could quote Phikpkln here: but |
would think the apprentices, housemaids, and other young wadrkers
maybe as young as 12 or 14nust have looked forward to Mothering

S u n d &On LeetaredSunday people went to Church where they were
baptized (their mother church); and el their own mothers, as well,
often bringing gifts of flowers and simnel cakesdatled because they
were made with fine white fl our,
& Family, a Cat h oWherceach day ésrilied withv e |
hard work, atisfying a tough master or a harridan housekeeper, Mother
must 6ve been the person they | oo
their childhood lives. And Mother was brought a present, even though it
was also time to be nenited with father, sisterand brothers. Girls
would have secrets to confide to mother, and questions to ask her. Thel
might also be the worry of whether Mother was well, and whether she
had survived the birth of another baby.

Mot hering (t he pract i che}he ihtensitp 0 t
remains, the good and the bad times, the sword which Simeon spoke o
Inclusivity may nudge us towards smoothing out Mothering Sunday, and
saying, Why canodt we s i mplent, thase | ¢
avoiding any difficulties anand those who are not mothers, and their
pain? Why are mothers special anyway?
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Mot hers are and are not speci al
Mary, mothers take on a lifetime of pain as well as joy. Mary indeed
had to go through severadjections by her SoWho is my mother and

my brothers and my sistersQr at the Wedding in Cand:e s us 6 m
told him, AThey have no more win
Jesus replied. A My t i mand liraly, the ot
shameof the Crucifixion, the pain and humiliation which she was unable
to aleviate, and the time when, | suspect, she was most angry with Jest
for taking on this task in which he so firmly believed. If only he had
settled for being a carpentetf and when ve feel emotional paiin as
children present their mothers with flowers, as we recall maybe with
intense sadness the loss of our mother, the controlling nature of ou
mother, or the reason we are not a mother, the answer Christ gives i
twofold: his love ad understanding of our deepest needs, and his desire
for our personal spiritual growth.

Mothers or not, we encounter swords to pierce our hearts. Christian:

believe there isn6t any <cultur al
we donodt . 5Fsaysfi We( Rroemjaonisce i n t he
God>Not only so, but éwe know that

“perseverance, character; and character, hopand hope does not

disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by
the Holy Spirit, whom he has given Asid Christ says Come unt
all you who have heavy burdens ¢é
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