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Dear Friends, June 2007

A couple of weeks ago | went on a clergy conferanceaunde Abbey.

It is an annual conference at which every year we seem to discuss th
inner workings of the Church of England and the role of Bishops and
Archdeacons. However, this year, the most memorable aspect of thi
meeting happened for me as | gatthe chapel waiting for Morning
Prayer.

Since we were in the Easter Seas
see what | call the AResurrectio
This is a large wooden cross, life size, with a piece of linepedraver
the two arms of the cross, Sy mb
On the second day that | sat in front of this cross, one word came to m\
mi nd bédkw! Al nsi de my head | said i
very f or BENKUI Thig reaétion sét me thinking and helped
me make a somewhat surprising discovery.

When | was a child, we used to take the stories of the Gospel at fac
value, never worrying too much about the precise practical details abou
what actually happened. However, oweore recent years scholars and
theologians have picked over the text of the familiar stories and tried to
find out more of the precise details of the scenes described. This proces
has happened for the story of the crucifixion and some interesting
discowries have been made. For instance, when the Gospel states th,
Jesus carried his cross to Golgotha, we now know that in fact he wa:
only carrying the crosbeam. The upright posts remained in the ground
at Golgotha.

You might find the next two paragrapha bit too gory for you, so skip
them if you want to, but they are essential to the argument.

At the site of the crucifixion, the croé®am was laid on the ground and
then the person to be crucified was attached to the beam either by nail
or rope, the ails going through the wrists. Two men would then raise
the beam until it could be secured to the upright by a third man at the
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back of the post who was up a ladder with some rope. The-loeass
would probably rest on a notch cut into the upright postthat
appropriate height. The final act was to catch and secure the feet of th
victim being crucified We also know now that people died on the cross
from asphyxiationdrowning in their own phlegmThis is the reason
why, when Jesus was pierced with theck blood and water flowed
from his side. However, when the person had died, how was their body
removed from the cross?

This was the moment of revelation that happened for me in the chapel a
Launde Abbey that morning. | realised that the safest andegemiay

of removing a body of someone you love from the cross is to reverse the
process of how they were put on the cross in the first place. Hence, th
first thing to do is remove the nail through the feet or ankles. This could
be done relatively easilyy someone standing on the ground. However,
the next stage is the critical stage. My guess is that if the body was o
someone you loved, you would never try to remove the nails through the
wrists whilst the crosbeam was still in place. This would be aywe
difficult operation for someone up a ladder and could easily result in the
dead body hanging from one nail from the crbeam, which would
cause additional injury to the body. Hence, the most likely solution
would be to cut the rope securing the crbeam to the upright and
lower the body gently by gradually lowering the cross beam. Only when
the crossbeam was on the ground would the nails be removed from the
wrists. My guess would be that this operation would take three or four
people working togethietwo of whom would have to be quite strong.

Having gone through this analysis, what doweése@ Ther e i s
thing as an empty cross! o The cr
attached to it. Now this raises a huge question mark for me about the
assumed central symbol of the Christian faith. The analysis suggests the
the cross only has a true meani
body is attached to it. The empty cross is only a construct of our
imagination.



When | reflected on this, | resed that we should perhaps reshape our
understanding of the meaning of the cross for Christianity. We should
realise that the true glory of God as revealed by the cross, is wher
someone goes into a difficult situation and takes the extreme pain. Why
shodd they do this? Love! There is no other reason at all. But such
extreme pain, as represented by the cross, is not the state of being th
we can ever bear for very long. Perhaps it was for this reason that the
early Christians used the fish as theimpgisymbol of their shared way

of living and not the cross. The cross may be something we one day
have to bear, indeed we may take up the ebessn and have to carry
this for quite a distanceébut me
temporary phaseavgo through.

So for me t he i mage of t he A R e
discredited. The crucifixion has regained some of the intensity of its
power and | wonder whether we should place greater emphasis on th
value of an alternative symbol for the iomlate symbol of following
Christ such as the fishéwhat do
With love, Andrew.
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The arrival of the new Bishop of Oxford gives us an excellent
opportunity to look into some of histories and stories of Bishops and
Archbishops in Oxford & and i ndeed at , or rather under, St Giles.
Andrew us es this occasion to introduce usto Bishop John Pritchard

A Bishop for our time

By Andrew Bunch p- 7

The only Vicar of St Giles to become Archbishop

By David Longrigg p. 11

Bishop Richard Rawlinson
By Martin Henig P

From the St Giles Parish Magazine 1925:
The Tomb of Richard Rawlinson

. 13

p. 17

We al so had a Bishop visiting

Talk on 6The Jesus Prayer6 by p 19
Barrington -Ward, St Gi | es d, 28 April
by Alice Keller

A Bishop forour time
By Andrew Bunch

On June 82007 the new Bishop of Oxford, Bishop John Pritchard, will
be enthroned at Christ Church Cathedral. From that moment he will be
very much part of thefe of this Diocese, playing a leading role in its
life and helping to shape its development. Over the course of just a few
days, Bishop John will meet many thousands of people from different
aspects of life in the Oxford Diocese. Undoubtedly what has been
planned for him is a programme for him to make a high impact on the
public face of the Diocese, but what will it all lead to in reality?



When | told people in this Benefice who was to become the new Bishop,
one comment was particularly strikingtome. ther son s ai dé
what is the change? You have gone from Bishop Richard to Bishop
Pritchard and if you say it fast
of a change. You mi ght be of th
much of a change and you might bght, if you are looking for rapid
changes. But, | suspect that Bishdphn will cause the Diocese to
develop in a different manner to that seen under Bishop Richard.

The last twenty years has seen the membership of the Church of Englan
in decline in mosareas of the country. If this decline were to continue,
then it wonét be very | ong befor
the past and not the present. In the Oxford Diocese, the numbers on th
Electoral Roll has fallen by a third over this twewyar timeperiod,;
hence one of the major priorities for Bishop John will be to stimulate
growth within the Diocese. He has a track record of making this happen
and if you have read any of his books you will see that he has a passio
for communicating theGospel in a way that can be understood by
ordinary people. For instance prayer is not seen to be something for thi
few, but for all members of the churé¢hit is part of our calling. So, |
would expect that Bishop John will aim to stimulate the growthef t
Diocese by getting us all involved, especially as a praying community.

When Bishop Richard came to the Diocese he had quite a high nationa
profile and over the years this developed into being a major contributor
to the business of the House of Lor@sshop John comes with a very
di fferent public profile. Althou
within the parts of the Church where he has worked, people speak o
him in glowing terms. He is well liked amongst those with whom he has
worked and hasxperience of running a large Diocese, albeit as number
two. He is noted for the pastoral care he offers to those in his care
seeing this as a fundamental aspect of his ministry.

Coming to Oxford is not a new experience for Bishop John; he was at
colleeg at St Peterds and studied f ¢
is well aware of the resources that are available in this area of the
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country and | am sure he will want to use these to the best effect. He
likes to work collaboratively and is very geful to have come to work
with a very competent team of people, both lay and ordained.

| suspect that Bishop John will work hard to stimulate the life of the
Diocese, helping people to see their faith as an integral part of their daily
living. If as a Diacese, we catch the vision, | doubt that it will be very
long before the Oxford Diocese owns a place of leadership not only in
the Church of England but in the heart and life of the nation.

The Rt Revd John Pritchard

John was born in Salford (under the sh adow of Manchester United
floodlights), the son of a clergyman. John was determined not to be
ordained himself as there was no money in it and you never saw

your father! John went to Arnold School in Blackpool, and then read

l aw at St Pet er &dc Hissanhmergap eigs asBlaakpool
tram conductor, so he has seen Blackpool llluminations more times

than anyone could reasonably want.

Whilst at Oxford John recognised his calling to the priesthood, and

after his degree went on to do a Diploma in Theol ogy at Oxford, and
then a Certificate in Pastoral Theology at Ridley Hall in Cambridge.

He was ordained in 1972. John was a
Bullring in Birmingham until 1976, when he became Youth Chaplain

to the diocese of Bath and Wells. From there he moved in 1980 to
become priest in charge of a large and lively parish in Taunton,

contributing regularly to local radio and newspapers. In 1988 he

became Director of Pastoral Studies at Cranmer Hall, the Church of

Engl andbés theol otcdbhadbdkl €gel ege Du
became Warden in 1993, and had responsibility for training men and

women for ordained and other ministries. After 8 years in Durham,

John moved in 1996 to become Archdeacon of Canterbury and Canon
Residentiary of Canterbury Ca  thedral, but returned to Durham to be
consecrated as Bishop of Jarrow in January 2002.




John completed an M.Litt. in Pastoral Theology during his first time in

Durham,andco -wr ot e O6Practical Theol ogy i
1996. He has continued writing fo rSPCK-6The I ntercess
Handbookd6 in 1997, O6Beginning Againb
Stories Todayd in 2001, 6How to Pray
I ntercessions Handbookd6 came out in
through the Year d i nEX@®IOa&i ranydo wrHoRva it

John is deeply committed to the encouragement and care of the
clergy. He enjoys a wide teaching ministry in this country and

abroad, and relishes making the Christian faith accessible and
attractive. He has recently led a succe ssful bid for the twin site
monastery of Wearmouth -Jarrow to be the UKb6s 7
a World Heritage Site. He has set up a Spirituality Network in the
North East and has responsibility for ordinands and curates, Readers,
the Board of Education and the Council for Ministry, Hospital
Chaplains, the Lesotho Link, College of Counsellors, Spiritual
Direction, the Regional Training Partnership and other bodies. His
national commitments include work with the Ministry Division of the
Church of England, the  Church Army, and the Guild of Health.

John is married to Wendy, and they have two daughters T Amanda

30 and Nicola 29. Amanda was married in Canterbury Cathedral in

2001, and is Deputy Chief Executive of the Chelsea and Westminster

Hospital in London. Nico  la was married in Durham cathedral in 2003

and is a Youth Strategy Worker near Edinburgh, having returned last

year from 8 months with USPG in Ghana. Wendy was a Maths

teacher for many years, but is now relishing being a Learning

Support Assistant atthe V. enerable Bede School in Sunderland.
Johnds hobbies and interests include
photography, travel, music, art, reading, and recovering!

Reprinted from the Diocese of Oxford website
(http://Iwww.oxford.anglican.org/page/3799/)
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The only Vicar of St Giles to become Archbishop
David Longrigg

Before becoming archbishop in 1660, appointed by Chakle3uxon
seemed to have moved up the hierarchy smoothly, without provocative
attitudes, during the time of the Civil War, the Protedtwrand the
dissolution of the Church of England.

Af ter Mer chant Taylordéds school ,
1602, where he read Law. He att
returned to St Johnds where dste b
The college, as was the custom in those days, made him vicar of S
Giles, where he remained for six years before moving to the church of
Somerton in Oxfordshire. He still remained a fellow of the college,
playing a part i n niwhilede) Juxoe as eidei o
president until he became President from 1621 to 1633. He can hav
spent little time supervising college affairs, because he was appointec
Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University, made a Royal Chaplain by
Charles I in 1628, and waalso in charge of the Chapels Royal.

It was clear that these positior
Juxonos accommodating personali

competence, brought about further promotions. Five years after he
became a Roy&haplain, he was appointed to the see of London, and in
1636 became Lord Treasurer of England, the first churchman in the
Treasury since 1470. He brought
finances during peacetime, but later he was unable to deal with the
expenses of the Scottish wars and resigned. He conscientiously attende
over 500 meetings of the Privy Council; but this meant he had little time
or enthusiasm for carrying out church policy which he delegated to
officials.

In his dealings with peopl@olitics and policies, Juxon took a pragmatic
line, and he also knew how to make himself inconspicuous. For the
impeachment proceedings, for instance, against the Earl of Strafford, he
absented himself from the House of Lords, although he did histdoes
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defend Laud at his trialHe, Juxon, attracted remarkably little attention
from MPs and constituencies during the parliatagy reckoning against
Charl es | 0 sDumng thescovihveal he didi Hotetake up arms
against Parliament; nor did he assishe Ki ngdés ar my
allowed to remain Viing in his palace in Fulham. He was present at
Charlesdbs tri al in 1649 and was wit!
King that it was but a brief journey from this sinful earth to the heavenly
kingdom.

He left Fulham and resided at Little Compton where he continued with
impunity, but illegally, to conduct servicescaeding to the Anglican

rite. He was in his late seventies when he returned to London in 1660.
Although he was by now out of touch witbreent politics and Anglican
thinking, he was appointed the first Restoration primate in September.
He had, however, little influence on the religious settlement and was
overshadowed in church affairs by Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London.
Unmarried, halied at Lambeth i1663.

According to his secretary, Juxo
and steady judgement 6. He pref
He was on good terms with fractious politicians, and he was somebody
the kings andqueens felt comfortable withNot a strong, forceful
personality who was fond of his own opinions and trumpeted them
loudly and constantly; at least he kept his head and died in bed, which i
more than Charlels Wentworth or Laud did.
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