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Dear Friends,     June 2007 

 

A couple of weeks ago I went on a clergy conference to Launde Abbey. 

It is an annual conference at which every year we seem to discuss the 

inner workings of the Church of England and the role of Bishops and 

Archdeacons. However, this year, the most memorable aspect of this 

meeting happened for me as I sat in the chapel waiting for Morning 

Prayer. 

 

Since we were in the Easter Season at the time, I wasnôt too surprised to 

see what I call the ñResurrection Crossò in one corner of the sanctuary. 

This is a large wooden cross, life size, with a piece of linen draped over 

the two arms of the cross, symbolising Jesusô removal from the cross. 

On the second day that I sat in front of this cross, one word came to my 

mind é. ñbunkò! Inside my head I said ñWhat?ò to which the reply came 

very forcefully é. ñBUNK!ò  This reaction set me thinking and helped 

me make a somewhat surprising discovery. 

 

When I was a child, we used to take the stories of the Gospel at face 

value, never worrying too much about the precise practical details about 

what actually happened. However, over more recent years scholars and 

theologians have picked over the text of the familiar stories and tried to 

find out more of the precise details of the scenes described. This process 

has happened for the story of the crucifixion and some interesting 

discoveries have been made. For instance, when the Gospel states that 

Jesus carried his cross to Golgotha, we now know that in fact he was 

only carrying the cross-beam. The upright posts remained in the ground 

at Golgotha. 

 

You might find the next two paragraphs a bit too gory for you, so skip 

them if you want to, but they are essential to the argument. 

 

At the site of the crucifixion, the cross-beam was laid on the ground and 

then the person to be crucified was attached to the beam either by nails 

or rope, the nails going through the wrists. Two men would then raise 

the beam until it could be secured to the upright by a third man at the 
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back of the post who was up a ladder with some rope. The cross-beam 

would probably rest on a notch cut into the upright post at the 

appropriate height. The final act was to catch and secure the feet of the 

victim being crucified. We also know now that people died on the cross 

from asphyxiation, drowning in their own phlegm. This is the reason 

why, when Jesus was pierced with the lance, blood and water flowed 

from his side. However, when the person had died, how was their body 

removed from the cross? 

 

This was the moment of revelation that happened for me in the chapel at 

Launde Abbey that morning. I realised that the safest and gentlest way 

of removing a body of someone you love from the cross is to reverse the 

process of how they were put on the cross in the first place. Hence, the 

first thing to do is remove the nail through the feet or ankles. This could 

be done relatively easily by someone standing on the ground. However, 

the next stage is the critical stage. My guess is that if the body was of 

someone you loved, you would never try to remove the nails through the 

wrists whilst the cross-beam was still in place. This would be a very 

difficult operation for someone up a ladder and could easily result in the 

dead body hanging from one nail from the cross-beam, which would 

cause additional injury to the body. Hence, the most likely solution 

would be to cut the rope securing the cross-beam to the upright and 

lower the body gently by gradually lowering the cross beam. Only when 

the cross-beam was on the ground would the nails be removed from the 

wrists. My guess would be that this operation would take three or four 

people working together, two of whom would have to be quite strong. 

 

Having gone through this analysis, what do we see é ñThere is no such 

thing as an empty cross!ò The cross is only complete when someone is 

attached to it. Now this raises a huge question mark for me about the 

assumed central symbol of the Christian faith. The analysis suggests that 

the cross only has a true meaning and real significance when Christôs 

body is attached to it. The empty cross is only a construct of our 

imagination. 
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When I reflected on this, I realised that we should perhaps reshape our 

understanding of the meaning of the cross for Christianity. We should 

realise that the true glory of God as revealed by the cross, is when 

someone goes into a difficult situation and takes the extreme pain. Why 

should they do this? ï Love! There is no other reason at all. But such 

extreme pain, as represented by the cross, is not the state of being that 

we can ever bear for very long. Perhaps it was for this reason that the 

early Christians used the fish as their prime symbol of their shared way 

of living and not the cross. The cross may be something we one day 

have to bear, indeed we may take up the cross-beam and have to carry 

this for quite a distanceébut mercifully the pain of the cross is only a 

temporary phase we go through. 

 

So for me the image of the ñResurrection Crossò has now been 

discredited. The crucifixion has regained some of the intensity of its 

power and I wonder whether we should place greater emphasis on the 

value of an alternative symbol for the ultimate symbol of following 

Christ such as the fishéwhat do you think? 

With love,  Andrew.  
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The arrival of the new Bishop of Oxford  gives us an excellent 

opportunity to look into some of histories and stories of Bishops and 

Archbishops in Oxford ð and i ndeed at , or rather under,  St Giles.  

Andrew us es this occasion  to introduce us to Bishop John Pritchard . 
 

A Bishop for our time  

By Andrew Bunch  
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The only Vicar of St Giles to become Archbishop  

By David Longrigg  
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Bishop Richard Rawlinson                                                       
By Martin Henig  
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From the St Giles Parish Magazine 1925:  

The Tomb of Richard Rawlinson  
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We also had a Bishop visiting us in April é 

Talk on ôThe Jesus Prayerõ by Bishop Simon 
Barrington -Ward, St Gilesõ, 28 April     

by Alice Keller  

 

 

 
p.  19 

 

 

 

A Bishop for our time 
By Andrew Bunch 

 

On June 8
th
 2007 the new Bishop of Oxford, Bishop John Pritchard, will 

be enthroned at Christ Church Cathedral. From that moment he will be 

very much part of the life of this Diocese, playing a leading role in its 

life and helping to shape its development. Over the course of just a few 

days, Bishop John will meet many thousands of people from different 

aspects of life in the Oxford Diocese. Undoubtedly what has been 

planned for him is a programme for him to make a high impact on the 

public face of the Diocese, but what will it all lead to in reality? 
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When I told people in this Benefice who was to become the new Bishop, 

one comment was particularly striking to me. The person saidééé So 

what is the change? You have gone from Bishop Richard to Bishop 

Pritchard and if you say it fast enoughéthere doesnôt seem to be much 

of a change. You might be of the opinion that one person canôt make 

much of a change and you might be right, if you are looking for rapid 

changes. But, I suspect that Bishop John will cause the Diocese to 

develop in a different manner to that seen under Bishop Richard. 

 

The last twenty years has seen the membership of the Church of England 

in decline in most areas of the country. If this decline were to continue, 

then it wonôt be very long before the Church of England was a feature of 

the past and not the present. In the Oxford Diocese, the numbers on the 

Electoral Roll has fallen by a third over this twenty year time period; 

hence one of the major priorities for Bishop John will be to stimulate 

growth within the Diocese. He has a track record of making this happen 

and if you have read any of his books you will see that he has a passion 

for communicating the Gospel in a way that can be understood by 

ordinary people. For instance prayer is not seen to be something for the 

few, but for all members of the church ï it is part of our calling. So, I 

would expect that Bishop John will aim to stimulate the growth of the 

Diocese by getting us all involved, especially as a praying community. 

 

When Bishop Richard came to the Diocese he had quite a high national 

profile and over the years this developed into being a major contributor 

to the business of the House of Lords. Bishop John comes with a very 

different public profile. Although he doesnôt have a big name nationally, 

within the parts of the Church where he has worked, people speak of 

him in glowing terms. He is well liked amongst those with whom he has 

worked and has experience of running a large Diocese, albeit as number 

two. He is noted for the pastoral care he offers to those in his care, 

seeing this as a fundamental aspect of his ministry. 

 

Coming to Oxford is not a new experience for Bishop John; he was at 

college at St Peterôs and studied for his certificate in Theology here. He 

is well aware of the resources that are available in this area of the 
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country and I am sure he will want to use these to the best effect. He 

likes to work collaboratively and is very grateful to have come to work 

with a very competent team of people, both lay and ordained. 

 

I suspect that Bishop John will work hard to stimulate the life of the 

Diocese, helping people to see their faith as an integral part of their daily 

living. If as a Diocese, we catch the vision, I doubt that it will be very 

long before the Oxford Diocese owns a place of leadership not only in 

the Church of England but in the heart and life of the nation. 

 

 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard  

John was born in Salford (under the sh adow of Manchester United 

floodlights), the son of a clergyman. John was determined not to be 

ordained himself as there was no money in it and you never saw 

your father! John went to Arnold School in Blackpool, and then read 

law at St Peterôs College, Oxford. His summer job was as a Blackpool 

tram conductor, so he has seen Blackpool Illuminations more times 

than anyone could reasonably want.  

Whilst at Oxford John recognised his calling to the priesthood, and 

after his degree went on to do a Diploma in Theol ogy at Oxford, and 

then a Certificate in Pastoral Theology at Ridley Hall in Cambridge. 

He was ordained in 1972. John was a curate at St Martinôs in the 

Bullring in Birmingham until 1976, when he became Youth Chaplain 

to the diocese of Bath and Wells. From  there he moved in 1980 to 

become priest in charge of a large and lively parish in Taunton, 

contributing regularly to local radio and newspapers. In 1988 he 

became Director of Pastoral Studies at Cranmer Hall, the Church of 

Englandôs theological college in St Johnôs College Durham. He 

became Warden in 1993, and had responsibility for training men and 

women for ordained and other ministries. After 8 years in Durham, 

John moved in 1996 to become Archdeacon of Canterbury and Canon 

Residentiary of Canterbury Ca thedral, but returned to Durham to be 

consecrated as Bishop of Jarrow in January 2002.  
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John completed an M.Litt. in Pastoral Theology during his first time in 

Durham, and co -wrote óPractical Theology in Actionô for SPCK in 

1996. He has continued writing fo r SPCK -  óThe Intercessions 

Handbookô in 1997, óBeginning Againô in 2000, óLiving the Gospel 

Stories Todayô in 2001, óHow to Prayô in 2002. óThe Second 

Intercessions Handbookô came out in November 2004; óLiving Easter 
through the Yearô in 2005 and óHow to Explain your Faithô in 2006. 

John is deeply committed to the encouragement and care of the 

clergy. He enjoys a wide teaching ministry in this country and 

abroad, and relishes making the Christian faith accessible and 

attractive. He has recently led a succe ssful bid for the twin site 

monastery of Wearmouth -Jarrow to be the UKôs 2009 nomination as 

a World Heritage Site. He has set up a Spirituality Network in the 

North East and has responsibility for ordinands and curates, Readers, 

the Board of Education and the Council for Ministry, Hospital 

Chaplains, the Lesotho Link, College of Counsellors, Spiritual 

Direction, the Regional Training Partnership and other bodies. His 

national commitments include work with the Ministry Division of the 
Church of England, the Church Army, and the Guild of Health.  

John is married to Wendy, and they have two daughters ï Amanda 

30 and Nicola 29. Amanda was married in Canterbury Cathedral in 

2001, and is Deputy Chief Executive of the Chelsea and Westminster 

Hospital in London. Nico la was married in Durham cathedral in 2003 

and is a Youth Strategy Worker near Edinburgh, having returned last 

year from 8 months with USPG in Ghana. Wendy was a Maths 

teacher for many years, but is now relishing being a Learning 

Support Assistant at the V enerable Bede School in Sunderland. 

Johnôs hobbies and interests include armchair sport, fell walking, 
photography, travel, music, art, reading, and recovering!  

Reprinted  from the Diocese of Oxford website 
(http://www.oxford.anglican.org/page/3799/)  
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The only Vicar of St Giles to become Archbishop 
David Longrigg 

 

Before becoming archbishop in 1660, appointed by Charles II , Juxon 

seemed to have moved up the hierarchy smoothly, without provocative 

attitudes, during the time of the Civil War, the Protectorate and the 

dissolution of the Church of England.   

 

After Merchant Taylorôs school, he was at St Johnôs College, 1598-

1602, where he read Law.  He attended Grayôs Inn for a short time, but 

returned to St Johnôs where he became a fellow, deacon and then priest.   

The college, as was the custom in those days, made him vicar of St 

Giles, where he remained for six years before moving to the church of 

Somerton in Oxfordshire. He still remained a fellow of the college, 

playing a part in Laudôs election as President while he, Juxon, was vice-

president until he became President from 1621 to 1633. He can have 

spent little time supervising college affairs, because he was appointed 

Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University, made a Royal Chaplain by 

Charles I in 1628, and was also in charge of the Chapels Royal. 

 

It was clear that these positions depended on access to the Kingôs ear.   

Juxonôs accommodating personality, rather than any outstanding 

competence, brought about further promotions. Five years after he 

became a Royal Chaplain, he was appointed to the see of London, and in 

1636 became Lord Treasurer of England, the first churchman in the 

Treasury since 1470. He brought about an increase in the Kingôs 

finances during peacetime, but later he was unable to deal with the 

expenses of the Scottish wars and resigned. He conscientiously attended 

over 500 meetings of the Privy Council; but this meant he had little time 

or enthusiasm for carrying out church policy which he delegated to 

officials.    

 

In his dealings with people, politics and policies, Juxon took a pragmatic 

line, and he also knew how to make himself inconspicuous. For the 

impeachment proceedings, for instance, against the Earl of Strafford, he 

absented himself from the House of Lords, although he did his best to 
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defend Laud at his trial.  He, Juxon, attracted remarkably little attention 

from MPs and constituencies during the parliamentary reckoning against 

Charles Iôs personal rule. During the civil war he did not take up arms 

against Parliament; nor did he assist the Kingôs army, and he was 

allowed to remain living in his palace in Fulham. He was present at 

Charles Iôs trial in 1649 and was with him on the scaffold, reminding the 

King that it was but a brief journey from this sinful earth to the heavenly 

kingdom. 

 

He left Fulham and resided at Little Compton where he continued with 

impunity, but illegally, to conduct services according to the Anglican 

rite. He was in his late seventies when he returned to London in 1660.   

Although he was by now out of touch with current politics and Anglican 

thinking, he was appointed the first Restoration primate in September.   

He had, however, little influence on the religious settlement and was 

overshadowed in church affairs by Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London.   

Unmarried, he died at Lambeth in 1663. 

 

According to his secretary, Juxon was óof a meek spirit and of a solid 

and steady judgementô.   He preferred to work quietly within the system.   

He was on good terms with fractious politicians, and he was somebody 

the kings and queens felt comfortable with. Not a strong, forceful 

personality who was fond of his own opinions and trumpeted them 

loudly and constantly; at least he kept his head and died in bed, which is 

more than Charles I, Wentworth or Laud did. 

 

 

 

                                                                                


