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Andrew.

This month edition of the Church Magazine focuses on the

The January issue will be looking at the New
Testament; and the February issue at the formation of the Bible
as a whole.

Invited articles in this issue:
The Old Testament - History or Theology?

by Margaret Hollis
The Old Testament, Advent and the Infancy Narratives
by Michael Screech
Unlikely Heroes
by Andrew Bunch
What are the Psalms?

by John Day
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
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Ceramics for Christmas at St Giles

A selling exhibition to include work by
Jane & Dylan Bowen and Jane Hanson
Saturday, 11 November to Saturday, 2
December

Weekends 2-5, Mon-Fri 12-2

L 0202070

Leaving money to charity: making a hard question

easy
By Bernard Silverman

It has often surprised me how few people make a will. A lot of
people feel superstitious or nervous about doing so, or just don’t
get round to it. But (for both spiritual and practical reasons) it's
really important to take responsibility for one’s material goods
and their disposal after one’s death.

Charities in general, and churches in particular, have hardly
tapped the great potential of fundraising through legacies. Of
course, many or most of us, quite rightly, regard provision for
our dependants and families as the most important claim on our
estates. But | think that making provision for some charitable
giving in our wills is incumbent on all of us.

If you leave more than £285,000 at today’s values, then the
excess over that figure will be liable to inheritance tax at 40%.
Bearing in mind current house prices, you don't have to be rich
to reach that level. Bequests to spouses and civil partners are
free of inheritance tax, and so are legacies to charities. So, that
means that if you were to leave a charity, say, £20,000 the
amount left for your other legatees is only lowered by £12,000.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer will essentially pay the other
£8,000. So leaving £20,000 to charity is a (legal) way of
avoiding leaving £8,000 to the Exchequer.

People are sometimes nervous about charitable legacies because
they are afraid they will change their mind about a particular
charity, and then it will be expensive to draw up a new Will. A
Charity Aid Foundation Legacy Account eliminates this concern.
In your Will, you leave a single amount to CAF (using words that
they can provide) and then you write CAF a separate letter how
you would wish your legacy to be disbursed. You can split it
between any charities (including St Giles or St Margaret's!) in
whatever proportions or amounts you wish. If at any time you
change your mind about which charities you want to support,
all you have to do is write again to CAF; there is no need to
change your will, and it costs nothing. The only charge that CAF
makes is 1% when it actually distributes your legacy. There'’s a
good explanatory leaflet at:
http://www.cafonline.org/pdf/CAFLegacy.pdf

Legacies will not, we hope, make any difference to our churches’
financial situation in the short term, so please think about your
regular giving before you think about your will. However, if we
each wrote a will leaving 5% of our property to charity, and if
half of that went to our churches, over decades we could build
up a fund of literally millions of pounds, which would both yield
income for the ministry and other purposes of the church, and
provide capital for projects like roofs and organs.

St Giles Roof Appeal: Tour of St John's College
including the Library and Laudian
Vestments

Coffee and mince pies £7.50
Saturday 6th January 2007
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///// \\\\\ Meet at the Porters Lodge 10 am.
’ ///// \\\\\ Bookings: Catherine Hilliard 439319

catherine.hilliard@sjc.ox.ac.uk
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St Stephen, First Martyr
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St John, Apostle and Evangelist
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

The Epiphany

St John’s College
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Advertisement

Who was St. Margaret'’s only lady organist?
What was her taste in millinery?

How many pipes are there in the Nicholson re-built organ?
Which renowned counter-tenor sang at St. Margaret’s in the 1960s?
Which Vicar decided to disband the choir, and why?

How were the boy choristers rewarded in the 1920s?

When did ladies first sing in St. Margaret’s choir?

How much did the Hill organ cost in 18927
What anthems and settings did the choir sing in June 1968?
Have any recordings ever been made by the St. Margaret’s choir?
What is the date of the second-hand pipes used in the re-built organ?

What did the congregation think of Latin settings of the Mass in the 1960s?

Find the answers
and learn much more about the musical life of St Margaret’s
from 1884 to 2006 in:

Music at St. Margaret’s Church, Oxford
An outline history of the organs and choirs
by
Brian Davey
Published by Positif Press, Oxford.

On Sale from 29 September: Price £6 (or two copies for £11)

ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO DIRECTLY TO THE MUSIC FUND
OF ST. MARGARET’'S CHURCH.

(The author is most grateful to a number of very generous sponsors who have helped
defray the printing costs, thus allowing the Music Fund to benefit from the entire sales
proceeds)

Weekly Services at St Giles” & St Margaret’s
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